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SEPTEMBER
Mohdax
Tve heard that athletes are born with special
genes that make them Soocl at sports. Well,
whatever those genes are, T guess T was born

WITHOUT +them.

Mom's o\lways sayihg +hat everyohe who's part of
a team has an important role to ?l‘*)" But when

it comes to sports it seems like ry Job is to make
eVeryboc}y ELSE look sood.

. my |i1[e, I,m ‘)re‘H'y sure I,m hot
gohna grow up to become a \)rofessiohal athlete.
So T'm o”icially ahhouhcing ray retirement.



The crazy ‘H'\ihs is, T used +o ac-l-uall)/ LIKE sports.
But that was back in Vre-sc"\oo| , when sports were
still FUN. The first sport T ever \)Ia)/ecl was
soccer. 1 didn+t know the rules ) but neither did
any of the other kids. So most of +he ime it was
Just pure chaos on the field.

Wherever the ball went, we all chased after it.
EVery once in a while the ball would pop out

of +he '\)ack and 90 into someone's soo\l, then
EVERYONE would celebrate.




‘\\obody ke\>+ score, so you hever knew who was
wihhihg or |osih3. And the parents didnt care

because +¥\ey were too busy cloihs +)neir owh -Hnihs.

ﬂ\e referees were middle-school kids, and +}\e>/
didnt rea||>/ pay attention to the game, either.




Th fact, the refs didnt even blow their whistles
when the ball went out of bounds. So half +he

time wed be \)|d7/ih3 on the wronhg field and didn+
KNOW i+. :

After +he game, we d always aet slushies and
Juhk food at the snack shack. Ahd sometimes we
wouldht even wait for the game o be OVER +o
treat ourselves.

SNACK SHACK|
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""""""v’v’v v’v‘v \/\/
09000000
& \
RIS




The coaches were reo\Ny hice ahd made sure everyohe

30+ a c}xahce o score. Ahc} +¥m+ made eVeryohe
feel sood about themselves.

Back then, T was SURE T was gohha grow up
to be a \Drofessiohd soccer \7|a>/er. T even ke\ﬁ ry
rookie card in mint condition in case it turned out

to be worth 50me+¥\ih3 one Jo\y.
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But when we So-l' to kihc}ersar'feh, eVery-H\ihS
CHANGED. The refs started using their

whistles, and they didn't let us do the kinds of
ﬂ\ihas we 30‘!’ away with the year before.

That season, the refs blew their whistles almos+
every time T 4ouched the ball. So when T was in
+he game T'd stand in the corner of the field and
pray the ball didn* roll 4o me.




T+s not like T was getting a lot of \)lo\yihs time
n kihc}eraar-feh anyway. The coach oh|>/ put in
the kids who were GOOD, and the rest of us sat
on the bench.

Mom told me the reason the coach wasn+ \)|q>/ih3
me was because I was Hs “secret weo\\)oh“ and \\e

was savihs me for a bi3 momen-t.

But T didnt understand +ha+ Mom was Just
trying to make me feel better about myseh[. So
whenever the coach DID put me in +he game T4
90 out there ﬂ'\ihkihg T was hot stuff.




Even the snack shack wasn+t fun that year. Some
parents comvlaiheci +hat -H\e)/ were selling too much
Juhk food, so ‘H\ey revlaced the slushies and other
sugary freats with HEALTHY options.

FRUIT
SMOOTHIES

But the slushie sales from the snack shack paid
for the field upkee‘). So that year +he ‘mrks

&e\)o\r‘l'mehﬁ' could oh|>/ afford +o mow +he grass
once every three weeks, which req“y slowed the




After a bunch of kids 30+ tick bites from Plo\yiha
soccer in the |oh3 grass, +¥\e>/ decided to end the
season eo\rl)/, which was +o+o\||>/ fine with ME.

v

!

T feel bad that Tve never been Sood at sporis,
because T +hink Dad was ¥‘°P;h3 Td be a star
athlete. Whenever he'd go to +he library , he'd
a|wo\)/s come home with a stack of sports books.

————

|




I’m sure ‘H\ere are kids w‘wo are into ‘H\ose +>/\>es
of stories ) but that was never ME.

Tf you go +o the |i{>rar7/, you’H find all sorts of
books about kids who do amazing ‘H\ihss and lead
their teams to victory. But T never had any
experiences like that, and Tll bet there are lots
of kids out there Just like me.
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So one of these des SONebody should write a book
for the REST of us.

T+s not like Tve got o\hyﬂ\ihs against sports.
T like them JUS“’ fine, as |oh3 as T'm not the one
PLAYING. Th fact, this summer T watched the

Olym‘)ics on 1V Pre‘H')/ much hoh-s+0\>.

T+ was Moms idea for us 4o watch the Games as a
family. She say’s that these &o\ys eVeryohe’s in their
own little bubble, and sport is one of the ohly
‘I')nihSS that can sill {)rihﬁ \Deople +ose+}\er. But T
+hink a little +03e+)nerhess goes a long way.

1



Mom says she loves the O|7/mpics because -H-\e)/ show

what human beihgs are ca\DaHe of at their best.
But T like wa+c¥\ih3 for the BLOOPERS.

T Just 3|ad it's SOmebody ELSE out there and
nhot ME. Because I’m sure I’J be nervous if I

knew there were millions of Peovle wa+c¥\ih3 from

home. And when you mess up in +he Olymyics
)/ou’re SU\)\)osecl ‘o act 3race1[u| about it.

12



Butif T Just spent four years of my life training
and ‘H’\eh made some dumb miS‘i‘dke, I,m \yre-H-)/

sure 1'd have trouvble Smi“hs for the cameras.

ﬂ-\a-f’s W"\y T'd do one of those S\)or-l's where
you’re Par‘f of a TEAM. Because then ) when you
screw up, its harder for \)eovle to ell.

MIND IF I SQUEEZE
IN WITH YOU FELLAS?

L-MAN
BOBSLEIGH




Th fo\d, if T was in the O|>Inn\>ic5, Td be in
one of those events where a HORSE s involved.

Because then if Someﬂ\ihs goes wrong, at least
you’d \'\aVe someone to BLAME.

THINGS WERE GOING
GREAT UNTIL
THUNDERBOLT HERE
SCREWED UP!

\

EQUESTRIAN

But now that T think about i+, that's Probo\bly +he

reason why horses sometimes play up.
Y play vp

POW!
& \
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Even ‘H‘\ous\'\ we watched a lot of Olym\)ics coverage,
T still don+t understand the way eVer)/+)nih3 works.

For one ‘H\ih\g, T don+ see why ‘H\ey oh|>/ hand
out medals to the athletes who take the top three

spots in a competition. T+ seems to me like -Hwe)/
could keeP going with the medals so EVERYONE
goes }\ome wH'\\ a \)n'ze.

[15th PLACE: ALUMINIUM MEDAL

':. GREG

The way it s ris\ﬁ now,, ‘H-\e)/ give you a sold
medal if you take first place, silver if you take
second, and bronze if you +ake +hird. But T feel
like +here’s a pretty bis step down between silver

and bronze.

15



At least gold and silver are WORTH some+)n.'h3.
But if you woh a bronze medal you’c} be |uck7/ to
3e+ a few bucks for it.

NWAS9
qOHe

o 4

WE BUY - rarecoms

s JEWELLERY

* WATCHES

2O ABSOLUTELY

NO REFUNDS

=

T f.’sure the moment your medal is the most valuable

is rish—r after you WIN it. So, if T got one, T4
+r>/ to take adVah-h:\Se of the TV audience and

1[ihc1 a buyer.

LIVE

THIS DAZZLING
EDAL CAN BE YOURS
TO OWN! SERIOUS

OFFERS ONLY'

GREG HEFFLEY

NP7 FIRST-TIME
AT MEDALLIST




Purihs the medal ceremohy +)ne>/ have +he top
three athletes stand on a \)odium , and then -H\e)/
\"“)’ +he sold medallist’s hational anthem and make
+he other 4wo athletes stand +there and listen.
But if T +ook silver or bronze T4 pop N Some

earbuds so I could Jdm o my own tunhes.

One of Moms favourite 'H\ihss about the O|7/m‘>ics
is when +)ne>/ +ell +he life stories of +he athletes
who are competing. Some of the stories are reo\||>/
inspiring, because a lot of +hese athletes had +o

overcome "'003“\ c}m"ehses Yo get where H\ey are.

17



But if T ever made i+ +o the Olym\)ics ry s+or>/
wouldnt be all that ihS\)ira+ioha|.

GREG HEFFLEY: PARENTS MADE HIM PLAY SPORTS

Mom kee\)s +e||ih3 me that one Jay T could be
an O|>IM\>io\h, and T should start my "Olymvic

J'ourhe.y" how. Dut I’m \Dr‘e‘H'y sure its qlreqciy oo
LATE for me.

For most sports, you have to start ?layihs really
)/ouhs i‘[ you wanha be dh)/ 300&. So even i‘[ I
got serious T'm sure T4 be com‘)e‘h'hs with kids
who are half my age.

18
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Tve heard that in some countries ﬂ\e)/ ideh‘hﬁfy
kids with \)0‘|’eh‘|‘id| SUPER early, and then -H\e)/
send them off 4o +hese elite academies 4o train
around the clock.

T rea||)/ dont think there’s any ‘wo‘)e for me of
becomihs an OlymPiah. But ry brother Mahhy is
ohly n ?re-school, so maybe he's sill got a shot.

19



T'm not an ex'\Der+ on this stuff or o\hy-l')nihg, {>U+,
from what Tve seen, the kid looks like he’s got
POTENTIAL.

=

To be \‘soheS‘l’, T wouldnt mind if Mom and

Dad SH\)\DeJ Mahhy off 4o one of those sports
academies. Because +hat would be one less person
T'd have +o share a bathroom with.

47 /

% Ll |l 2 | &
ACADEMY *}*
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But maybe there are some S\Dor'l's +hat you cah start
when )/ou’re a little older, and there’s sHill }xove for
a person like me. Because it would be pretty cool to
represent your couh+r>/ as ah Olym\)iah, ho matter

WHAT S'\Dor‘l' you com?e‘l'e n.

And if T won a GOLD medal you can bet T7d
never take i+ OFF.

21



When you win a Sold medal, )/ou’re set up for
LIFE. And, even when your Olym?ic career
is over, you cah still make a fortune doihs
appearances and sighing stuff.

[ WILL NoT
SIGN
BODY PARTS |

-_——
[ °

NO SELFIES
PLEASE

U

But +he real mohey's in ac{Ver-l'isihS Produd's on TV.
And T4 say yes fo EVERYTHING as |oh3 as the

MOY\C)’ was 3004.

NO CHALKY
RESIDUE!
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The best +)nih3 about ’oeihg an athlete is that you
can retire YOUNG. Ahc} that would be srecﬁ for

a_person like me, because there are lots of \>|o\ces

Td like 4o visit and ‘H\ihss T4 like 1o see.

So T'm not 306h3 to SEVe up on S\)or‘i‘s Jus+ ye‘l'.
Because who knows? Maybe T could be a person
eVeryohe looks up “o.

FIRST ATTEMPT

<D

HIGH DIVE

e
I %
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Tues&ax
]:‘l‘ furns out I’m gonha }\aVe a c*mhce o ProVe
myseh[ sooner than T THOUGHT. When we 9ot

back 4o school after the summer \'\o|ic1a>/s ) there were
posters in the \-\o\llways ahnouncing S\Dor+s de.

Té)’:(ALLING ALL ATHLETES!:%

SPORTS DAY
Q 15 ALMOST HERE! @

NEXT WEDNESDAY @ 1:30 P,

ﬂwey have S?or+s Day at ry middle school every
four years, and the last +ime er)/ held i+ was
when my brother Rodrick was my age. T remember
him getting excited about the comPe‘i’H'ioh because
+he wihhing homeroom got free ice cream at lunch.

24



Well, this year -H\ey’Ve raised the stakes. Tf
your *\omeroom wins ﬂ\e compe‘h"h'oh ) your class

gets a clay off from school. So that has everyohe
motivated to WIN.

Q

(-3

P
QOING goING BOING
&

[\
e

But the person who wants the Jay off the
MOST is Mrs Bos}x, my )nomeroom +edc¥\er. S*\e’s
pregnant and is o\lways telling us how hard it is
+o be on her feet all Jay.




We", T could use a clo\y off from Sc%ool, too. T
dont want to let Mrs Bosh or the rest of my

team down, so L m qc+ua||>/ +akih3 +his compertition
pretty SERIOUSLY.

ﬂwe -H\ihs 1S, I’m hot in +}\e best shq\)e risH'
now. So, unless T do someﬂ\ihg about it ) T wont
be able +o \-\e|\> us on the bia day.

T +old Dad T wanted +o get in sha‘)e, and he
said T could start going to +he gym with HIM.
T'm not ‘h’)/ihs to be rude or ahy‘f\-\ihs, but
Dad’s been going o the same gym for years, and
whatever he's Joihs there doesnt reo\||>/ look like
i+'s WORKING.

26



But T fisured o\h)/ﬂ\ih& would be better than
what T Ve been doiha for exercise ) which is
ho-H'\ihs. So after dinner T +hrew on some
workout clothes and +o\33e4 along with Dad.

/ﬂ\e gym was Packec} ) but T noticed +here werent
any people MY age there. Dad told me that
+ec\-\hica||y kids arent allowed at the gym, bt £ T
didnt call attention +o myse” T should be OK.

There was all sorts of fahcy equipment that T
couldnt wait to try out. But Dad said it was best
to start off slow, and he took me +o the area of
+he gym where he likes to work out.

27



When Dad showed me his exercise rovtine, T

could understand w%y he hasn® been getting any
RESULTS.
e

HUFF
PUFF
Z

72N

N o =

A-F-i'er Dad did a few sH'-U\)s and Jum\)iha Jacks,
he said he was gohha go relax in +he savha for a
while. And that meant T was free 4o exercise on
my own.

AUNA

/




But the thing is, T didn't really know how +o
use any of the machines, because -H\ey were all

to0 com‘>|ica+ec}.

So T had o ‘h’)/ o -Fisure ‘H’\ihss out for
MYSELF, and I’m still not a \whdred per cent

sure I was usihs -Hwe equi‘)meh‘f -H\e ris\ﬁ wa)/.
| .
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What T reo\||>/ wanted to do was try out some of
the things with SCREENS on them, like the
treadmills and the e||i\>-h'ca| machines. But ‘>e0\>|e
were hossihe +hat equipment and staying on longer
+han -H\e)/ were SUP\)osed o.

Ahd even w‘\eh I gave ‘H-sem a seh‘He reminder
that it was time to let someone ELSE have a
turn, hobo&y seemed to take the hint.

YOU'RE TWENTY
SECONDS OVER THE
TIME LIMIT!

45-MINUTE
LIMIT PER
USER

While T was waiting to get on one of the machines,
T ‘)o\ssed +he time by wa+c\wih3 TV. But the TVs

were all tuned +o some Joori\r\s business programme.

30



So T found +he remote and c\\ahgecl the channel
+o 50me+)nih3 a little more INTERESTING.

I guess eVeryohe doeSh)+ \'\aVe ‘H\e same taste in

entertainment as me, because some |ac1>/ got off the
treadmill 4o cho\hge the channel. And, as soon as she
s+e‘>\>ed off the mac\-\ihe, T JumPeJ at my chance.

;éf .




ﬂ\ere was a ’053 screen on the front of the
treadmill, and you could choose between all +hese
famous quces to take your walk.

PICK A ROUTE

A

CAMINO DE PACIFIC GREAT WALL CHAMPS-
SANTIAGO (RESTTRAIL OF CHINA ELYSEES

Anl @ AWl =
=~ & PO Y ==

So T spent a few minutes +r>/ih9 to decide where
I wah+e5 +o GO.




After T made ry choice the treadmill started
moVing, and T felt like T was ac-l'uall)/ wa|kih3
a|oh3 the Great Wall of China.

But T guess the Great Wall is STEEP, and T

was havihs trouble keePihs up. So after a while T
‘>u+ my feet on either side of the ctheyor belt and
+ook in the sis\ﬁs the EASY way.

T realized T wasnt mo\kihg the most of my +ime
at the aym, and T started feeling a little 3ui|+>/
about it. But 1 didnt know w}\a‘l' I s\\ouH do

NEXT, becavse T was runhing out of options.

33



ﬂm‘l"s wheh I \-\eard some weird hoises comihs from
-H\e oﬂ\er room, and I went ‘o ihVes+iSq+e.

_m” v
GROANNNL

[ ;

P

T+ +urns out there was a whole different area of
+he 9ym and it looked like this was where all +he
SERIOUS \)eoP|e }wh& out.




T wanted to look like THESE auys, but T didnt
know }\ow o 3e+ started. Ahc} wheh I went
around askihs for advice T found out that hobody
was in the mood for chit-chat.

SO HOW MUCH
WEIGHT IS
ACTUALLY ON
THIS THING?

ANy
'~
LT

After a while, T realized the \)eoPle in there
werent interested in )ne|‘>ih3 a begihher like me, so

T was on my OWN. And the first ‘H\ihs T had

to decide was which muscles to start workihg on.

T fisured T should Probably focus on ry arms and
chest, because those are the muscles that make
)/ou look like )/ou,re n s}\o\")e.
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So T decided T'd start with a few {)ice\D curls and
90 -From +)nere. But I dic}h)‘f want to oVerdo i1,
because a+t lunch )/es+erda>/ Albert Sahcl)/ +old us
about this boc{ybuilder who blew out a bice‘), and T
sure didnt want that \'\d\)\)ehihg +o ME.

T+ turns out T didn* need to stress about it )
becavse T couldnt even get any of the dumb-bells

off the rack.




T ‘l"\oug‘ﬁ T mig‘w‘l' have better luck with +he
bench press, but T couldnt {)udse the barbell,

eH'\\er. Ahcl, I \\aVe ‘o o\dmi‘h I was se‘Hihs a
li++le FRUSTRATED.

B)/ now ?eoPle were staring at me, and T didnt
want o look like T didnt know what T was
Joihs. So T started +akih3 +he weis)n‘fs off the
barbell 40 make it a li+tle |i3\-\+er.

)

?

o
.. S\VIDE

\‘
{

(-9

a
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But it turns out you’re hot SUP\Dose& to take the
wei3¥\+s off one side of +he barbell all a+ ONCE,
because, when you do, eVery-H\Ehs slides off the

other side. And o\\)\)areh‘l'l)/ People in the weis\-\‘f

room dont like loud noises. 'Y
QA e ®e
)

So T guess that's the reason w\\y +)ne)/ dont let
kids in the gym- But it doesnt seem n'3¥\+ +hat
+)ney kicked Dad out, too, because he really has

been a |o>/a| member.

AN




’ﬂwrsdax
Mom said that, when it comes to getting in

s\\o\‘)e, exercise is oh|)/ HALF +he picture. She said
nutrition is Jus+ as impor'l'o\h-h and shed be \\d\)\)y
o +eo\c¥~\ me a few ‘H\ihss about ea-h'hs rig}vlr i I

rea||>/ wanted to learn.

T didnt feel like getting a lecture about food,
bt T Jum\)ec} at the chance +o 90 with her 4o the
grocery store. And that's because T wanted to
)nely \)Eck out the food we'd have in the pantry.

Whenever Mahhy goes to the store with Mom, he
\Dicks ‘Hwe ﬂwihss HE wants. Ahc{ +¥xo\+’s w}xy we

have all +his random stuff in our cabinets.
1

qar coewa| W | SILVER FOX &5
& 3s Js) ADULT DIAPERS

AT-HOME HAIR
COLOURING KIT




No offence to Mom or o\hyﬂ\ihg ) but she’s

TERRIBLE at \Dickihg out snacks. She always buys
heo\l-ﬂwy stuoff that tastes awful, and she wont buy
any NEW snacks until weve eaten all +he old ones.

> M)
SWEET POTATO
e
. % BEET
° ) DIP
( Haobock | | GRIGKPER )
SKIN

GHIPS
Db —= @ @

~

5

So |a+e|>/ TVe been “\O\Vihs my best friend, Rowley ,

over {or "+as+ih3 ?ar-h'es" +o }\elv me clear space
n -H\e cabinets.




When we got o +he grocery store +oda>/, T $\>|i+
off from Mom, then loaded up +he +ro||e7/ with

a buhc\\ of "‘)’ favourites. ﬂ\eh I srqbbed a few
\-\ealﬂwy items just to make Mom \wa\)\zy.

But it turns ouvt MY ic}ea o-( }\eqH}\ -food isnt ‘H’\e
same as MOM'S. When we met up again, she went
over each item T \)ickecl out and ex\plaihed w\'\y it

wash+ sood for me.

She held up a bottle of fruit Juice, which T
'Hwoua)n-l' was a pretty solid choice on my part.
But Mom said it was full of SUGAR and +here
washt any hutritional value 4o it. T +old Mom she
was wrohg, because there was a \:ic+ure of tons of
different fruits r.'s‘ﬁ +here on the bottle.

1



Then Mom showed me the label, and T couldn+
believe -H\e)/ cah even 3e+ away wH'\\ +)nq+.

Mom said that, if you really want to know what's
in the food you buy ) you have to read the list of
ihgrediehﬂ. And she told me the cans of Chef
Marinara pasta T had in the +ro||e7/ were {full of
all sorts of CHEMICALS.

But T knew Mom was wrong about THAT one )
because Tve seen the Chef Marinara ads on

television that show him makiha his pasta {)y hand
in Old I‘i’aly.

42



Mom showed me the small print oh +he back of the
can, wh’c}\ said -H\e food was made in a -ch+or‘7/ n
Detroit. She said Chef Marinara Proba{ﬂy wash+
even a real person, and +\-\ey Just hired an actor

for those TV ads.

Well, that made me feel ‘)FE‘H')/ s+U\>iJ for
dressihg up as Chef Marinara in our Wax Fisure
E xhibit at school last year.

CHEF MARINARA

LIVES IN: FAMOUS FOR:

r“
b
[Ty
m‘f‘ﬂ'?n

OLD ITALY PREMIUM
PASTA

—



Then T started to wonder if Rotten Ru&y was a
real person, because those Rotten Rudy TV ads
scared me into drinking a gallon of milk every c}o\y.

DON'T BE LIKE ROTTEN RUDY.

SHOULDA
DRUNK MILK!

&

Mom said food companies are reo\lly clever about

slipping +heir adVer+isih3 into places you wouldnt
exPec+, wh’c\w made me +)nihk about -H-\e \)os+ers
that are up in our hallways at school.

READ = ||

REFRESH

o BOOKS +BERRY BONANZ4 | |o

FOOD PYRAMID

2 LSRN

SPONSORED BY BERRY QONANZY
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She ex\)lo\ihecl that sometimes Package&—fcoc}
comPahies use cartoon characters +o se-l' youhg
kids to want their products. And T +hink she’s
rig\ﬁ, because before we lef+ +he house +oc{a>/
Mahhy was wa+chih3 ah e\)iSOJe of “The Murﬂes“
where Muhchy Mur\ﬂe was c%owihs down on a bowl

of Rock Cah&y Crunch cereal.

o N
Mom +old me +hat when she buys food for the
fo\mily she checks the labels and doesn+ buy

qhyﬂ\ihs with Eharediehi's she cant pronounce.

Then she said the bes+ 'H‘""‘S to do is buy
food with only ONE ingredient, like fruit and
Vese‘h:\bles.
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Well, T don* know if it’s Just ray geheration, but
its a little hard for a kid like me 4o eat SOmeﬂ\ihS
+hat isnt wraﬂ)e& in ce||o\>\wahe or doesnt come in
a cardboard box. Tn fact, if chocolate bars grew

in the srouhcl, Tl bet T wouldnt TOUCH +hem.

But, if the \)eoyle who sell fruit and Ve3e+a{>|es
wahha get kids eating that stuff, ‘H\ey’re gohha

heec} Yo s+e\7 up ﬂ\eir ac}Ver-Hsihs game.

ASHTON
ASPARAGUS

CAITLIN
CARROT
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Tuesclax
S\)or+s Day is tomorrow, and ﬂ\ihss have rea||>/

started to heat vp at school.

Mrs Bosh has been makihs everyone in our
}\omeroom se‘l‘ to class }ml-u[ an ‘\our earl)/ So we
have extra +ime +o ‘>u+ +03e+\wer our s+rd+e3)/.
Ah& she’s been 3e+‘h'h3 \)aro\hoic} about what the
OTHER classrooms are &oihs to prepare.

So +oda>/ she sent Ledavian Mills up into +he
ceiling so he could spy on Mr Drew's homeroom next
door. But it 4urns out that ceiling Hiles arent
strong enough to hold a person’s weight.

/
/

a,
7/
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ﬂ\e \'\omeroom Mrs Bos}\ is most worried about is
Mrs E\)S‘I'eih’s, because she’s got a bunch of athletes
in her class. And one of the kids is Jesse thse,
who s+a>/ed back in eishﬂ\ 3ro\de TWICE Just so

he could compete in S\)or-l's Pay ohe more time.

JESSE RANGE

But the team T'm most nervous about is Mr Ray’s
class, because that's +he morhing detention
*\omeroom. Ahc} on S\Dor‘i's Do\y I)m sure ‘H‘\ose
guys are gonhha \)lay DIRTY.

RVE
e, )]
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To make matters worse, we found out were 30[?\3
to be competing with GROWN-UPS in +his
‘H\ihs. The Janitors went to +he vice Vrihci\)d and
said 'Hwe)/ wanted to ‘)U“’ +03e+\\er their OWN
team because ﬂ\ey deserve a do\y off Just as much
as us students.

Se-H'ihs Pre’Hy sro-Hy ever since -Hwey started
sPehdihg all their +ime TRAINING.




And now the lunch ladies are getting in on +he
act, so the cafeteria has basica”y turned into a

3)/mhdsium.

ﬂwe )nomeroom +eac)ners are 3eHEh3 ?re‘H'y
sPooked, so ‘H’\ey’Ve started TRADING kids +o
improve their teams chances. Mr EsPer sent the
fastest girl in our school, Ava Hollis, to Mrs Joy’s
class, and he got Thomas Scheff, who's aﬂaareh‘l'l)/
a specialist in +he sponge toss.

All this +raclih3 has got Mrs Bosh ‘H‘\ihkihs about
makihs some moves of "\er OWN.
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She even gave me ‘H\e Job of 5cou+ih3 kids from
some of the other homerooms to see who we should
recruit for OUR +eam.

That's wky it stung when Mrs Bosh traded me
and two other kids for Jesse Rahse, and threw
in a ‘mck of Jr)/-erase markers to close the deal.
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’ﬂwrsdax
Yes+erc}a>/ was S\Dor+s Day at school, and it

S‘I’o\r‘fed off wi‘H\ some coh‘i‘roVersy. Before ‘H\e
first bell, Mr Ro\y gave Jesse Rahse detention
Just so he could steal Jesse for his team.

T

So that meant Mr Ray’s team was ‘|’o+d||>/
STACKED ) and the rest of us didn* stand a

chance.

Before Sports Pay kicked off, Mrs E\)S‘l'eih
de')nerec} our team on the \)ldygrouh& to go over
strategy and make some last-minute adjustments.
But T still couldnt fiaure out w)ny she wanted me
and those other 4wo kids instead of Jesse Rahse.
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T was ohly siShecl vp for one event, which was

+he -H\ree-lesse& race. M)/ partner was Madison
Burke, who's about a foot taller +han me, which
made ‘H’\ihss kind of awkward.

But when the race started T fihall)/ understood
Mrs Epsteins strategy. She didnt trade for me
because T'm FAST. She traded for me becavse Tm
LIGHT.




Me and Madison took first \>|o\ce, and our team was
off o a Sooc} start. But we had a bis setback a
few minutes later when Marcello Romera twisted

an ankle in the sack race. T+ turns out the lunch
ladies had lef+ some POTATOES in a few of the
sacks, and Tl bet that wasnt an ACCIDENT.

Marcello was SU\DPoseJ +o run the fif‘f)/-me‘l're
sprint next, and all the other kids on our +eam
were in the middle of events. So Mrs E?s-feih +old
me T was gonha have 4o fill in for him.

T got second-to-last ?lace because T was still kind
of bashed up from the +}nree-|e33ec{ race. But T
can+t rea||>/ run fast unless Tm MOTIVATED.
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The fastest Tve ever run was when T got chased
by Rodrick after he s+e\)\>ec} n dos poop and T
|au3)nec} at him. T guarantee you if someone had
been timing me +hat Jay T wouldve clocked in at
CHEETAH S\Deecl.

The ohly reason 1 didnt get last+ \)lace in the
1[51[+>/-me+re sPrih-f was because as soon as the race
started Jesse Ro\hse fell flat on his face. And
when that \m\)PeheJ T fisured he mustve +n'\>\>ed

over HS s%oehces or $ome+}'\ih3.




But i+ turns out he 30+ \)o\ic} to take a JiVe, and
ho ohe wouH’Ve -{ouhd out if Vice Prihci\)q| Roy
hadnt causH' him red-handed after the race

Jesse didn+ want to get SUS\DehJeJ, so he gave up
+he kids who were in on +he be‘Hihs scheme. And
+hose guys had a whole samblihs operation runhing
out of the media room on the second floor.

SPONGE TOSS 4:1| THREE-

WHEELBARROW RACE 3:1
TUG-OF-WAR 6:1 |




The rest of Mr Ray’s team was c\\eo\ﬁ'ihs, too, but
that didnt svr\)rise ahyohe.

Those kids had stored their water balloons in
the cafeteria freezer, and the ohly reason -H-\e)/
got CAUGHT is because Georse Ralston knocked
Mikey Ardalla out cold with a bad throw in the

balloon +oss.

Mrs Bosh’s team won beahbo\a bihso, and that
put them ahead in the s-hm&ihss for a while.
But +hen Mr Chow's team had back-to-back
victories in the water-bucke+ re|o\>/ and the
sponge toss, so then THEY +took the lead.
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ﬂ-\e Jo\hi‘l'ors’ team started movihs vp in the
rahkihss , and -H\e)/ \)robably would Ve +aken the top
S‘>o+ if Mr Was\\ihs'foh’s arms %ac{h)‘f siVeh out

&urihs the wheelbarrow race.

The final event was the +u3-01[—war , and it

came down 4o Mrs Bosh’s team versus the lunch
ladies. T +¥\ou3¥\+ Mrs Bosh’s team was gonha win
for SURE, but the lunch ladies outlasted them
thanks o a solid Job of ahc}xorihs b)/ Mrs Fr‘o“ey.

= ? . v,

=) "‘ \ ‘“‘\
‘ = \ A\
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When we got back to our classrooms after the
competition, we were all bummed out that the
cafeteria ladies were the ones to win +he c}ay off
'From sd\ool. Ahd we were nhervous {)ecause we
heard the Janitors were gonha have 4o fill in for
them Jurihs lunch.

......

=

TODAY’S SPECTAL :MEAT SURPRISE

But T guess the school knew i+ was going to be
an 03|>/ scene, So, ria)n'l' before the last bell rang,
Vice Prihci\)al Roy made an anhouncement that

EVERYONE would be se‘H'ihs ‘Fn'c}dy off.

-
- -

-~
Ve
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Fridqx
T was excited about }\avihg a whole c}qy where T
didnt have 4o do dhy‘ﬂwiha and was looking forward

to slee\aihs n.

But as soon as Mom found out about my c}ay off
she filled it up with a bunch of appointments that
she'd been wanting o schedule.

T was in a bad mood all Jay, but Mom was really
c¥m++>/. She wanted 4o know about S\)or+s Day
and if T had fun. So T +old her +he +ruth,
which was +that i+ +o+a||>/ STUNK.

Mom said ‘H\e reason I’Ve hever )nc\J a sooc}
ex?eriehce wE‘H\ s?oﬁs is because I’Ve hever been

\)dl"“‘ of a team.
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But T +old her T was on a team for S‘DO!’“’S Pay,
and TVve been on a bunch of OTHER sports
teams, too. So T fieurecl mcx)/be she'd Just blocked
out those memories like T wish T could.

STRIKE
s D LA THIRTY-TWO!




But Mom said what she’s +o\”<ih3 about is beih&
?ar-l‘ of a REAL +eam where eVeryohe has your
back. She said some of her \m?‘)ies-f times as a kid
were when she \)lo\ye& sports in middle school.

Mom said tha+ what's great about beihs part of a
team is that you learn how +o work +03e+¥\er, and
you can use those skills for the rest of your life,
especio\Hy in your JORB.
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ﬂ'\dﬁ' sounds a little corhy ‘o me, but I guess 1
Joh’+ rea||>/ know %ow grown-ups act w}\eh +¥\ey’re

Mom said she wants me to give feam sports one
more shot R and if it doesnt work out she won+
bus me about i+ ahy more. So T +old her T4
think it over, but really Tm Just \\opihg she
for3e+s n a Jay or two.

T dont understand why ‘)eoPIe get so wrduﬂ)ec} up
n s‘>or+s ) because it seems o me there are more

IMPORTANT +things in life.
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Tf you can +hrow a baseball at 100 miles per hour,
ou ll make millions o-( c{o”m‘s ahc} ki&s will }mVe our
)4 Y

poster on +heir wall.

But if you’re +he person who ends up cun’hs canhcer,

)/ou’n be |uc’<>/ if you get a pat on the back.




Tve always wondered how sports got started in
the FIRST Place. Th ancient times, \)eoPle were
a|wa>/s at war, and T guess -H\e)/ decided -H\e)/
needed to fisure out a way ﬂ'\ey could settle their
differences without KILLING each other. So

someone came up wiﬂ\ +¥\e ic}ea o-f S\Dor+s aS a more

Peo\ceful solution.

Bu+, over time, S\Dor+s E\/OL\/ED, and howa&ays
you’Ve got team mascots and cheerleaders and
\Drofessiohal athletes.
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Tve ohly been 4o one Professiohal sports match in
my life, and that was when ray dad took me into

+he cH')l to watch a football game. To be honest,
T dont remember much about +he game itself, but
T do remember eVery-H-\ihs ELSE about +hat day.

Dad didnt want to sPehd money o Park hear

the s+o\4ium, so we ended up about a mile away n a
mudc}y field. He broke out his ?or+ab|e Srill, and we
cooked bursers , which was ac+ua||>/ kind of fun.

But ]: drank WAY oo muc}\ $oc}a, and oh our

walk to the stadium T knew T had +o find a
bathroom or T was gohha wet my ?ah-fs.

66



Dad didnt want +o stop at one of the Portaloos
because the lines for those were oo long. But T
told him T didnt think T could make i+ all the
way to +the stadium, so T begsed him o let me
\)UH over.

\"2 i w. W @ W
T Kad to wait +weh+)/ minutes in line, and fu’hally
it was my turn. But T wished Dad had given me
a little advance warhing about what those +)nih35
were like inside, because T would Ve Just HELD .

cCREAAM?!Y,




T+ was a smart move mo\kihs that \>i+ s+o\>,
+¥\ou3¥\ ) because wheh we 3°+ ‘o +¥\e stadium -H\ere
was ANOTHER long line for security. And we

missed the whole first quarter of the game waiting

to 3e+ in.
ota it
33— g 53 g~
.:.::‘ ""““I“i"*?“ﬁ“m"ﬁ"l

AYYYY LY . DoBWHOHN

When we fiho\H)/ got inside and found our seats,
there were some quys si‘Hih3 in them. Ahd it took
forever to sort THAT out.




T dont know w\\y ‘H\ey even bother o have seats,
because no one was SIT TING in them anyway.
And most of the ‘)eoP|e in our section were too bis

for SOmebody my \\eis\-\‘l' to see around.

Since T couldnt see the field, T had no idea what
was \\o\ﬂ)ehihs. Ahc} Pac} was ‘oo wra\)?ed up n
the game o tell me what was going on.

EVeh+ua||>/ T realized T could see +he game f T
Just watched it on the Jumbotron, which is this
3iah+ screen that )nahss \-\53\-\ above the \)Hrc}w.
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Whenever there was a pause in the action, +)ne>/
+urhec} +}\e cameras on +)ne fans.

< KIEEPAM &
= -

<
é/ ie £ A ,\
C’ﬂ ko

ﬂ\ey had this ‘H\ihs called “Fan of the Game”,

where you could win a prize by acting crazy when

ﬂ\ey put you up oh the screen. And some \)eople
were reo\||>/ GOING for it.

ARE. 10U THE |

FAN

OF THE
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T knew there was no chance of me wihhing Fan
of the Game if T was behind a bunch of PCO?|€.
So cluriha a time-out T s+e‘>‘>ecl into +he aisle and
really hammed it up for the cameras.

But T guess T was embo\rro\ssihs Dad, so he gave

me Some mohey and told me I s‘wouH 90 up o ‘H\e
concourse and 3e+ some shacks and a souvenir.

n



T S\)eh‘l' my mohey oh popcorn and one of those
giant foam fihsers. But when T turned +o walk
away from the souvenir stand +here was a loud
noise that shook the whole stadium.

SOUVENIRS

A\)Pareh-ﬂy when the home team scores, +)ne>/
shoot off a CANNON. But T wished Dad had
warned me that mieh‘f \\a\)\)eh, becavse T seriously
ﬂ\ous\ﬁ we were in DANGER.

L 1 1 1 |

— — —— e -
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After T was sure the coast was clear, T went to
find Dad. But T couldnt remember which section
we were sitting in, and Dad was the one who had
our tickets.

T started to panic, because there were 80,000
\Deo‘>|e in that stadium, and everyone looked +he
same from behind. Plus, the game was tied, and the
fans were too distracted 4o }xel\a some lost kid.

SECTION 303

e

/7

Luckﬂ)/ an usher Saw me wahJer‘ihs o\rouhc} ‘H\e
concourse and took me to the Child Finder
Station.
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ﬂ-\ey asked me a few ques-h'ohs about w\\o j: was and
where T last saw y father, but b)/ then T was so
shook up T could bare|>/ even remember my owh hame.

mCin

CHILD FINDER
STATION

ﬂe next ﬂ’u’hﬁ T khew, T Kad a camera in my
face and ‘H\ey put me on the Jumbotron.

LOST GHILD

Frank Heffley
please come
to the Child

Finder Station

in Concourse B

ce

Then T realized this was ray chance to win Fan of
+he que, so T made the most of my oPPor'l'uth.
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LOST GHII.D

Frank Heffley
please come
to the Child

Finder Station

in ConcourseB

The sood hews was that our team won in the last
second. The bad news was that Dad didnt get
to see it because he had to come 3e+ ME. Ahd,
believe it or not, T DID win Fan of the Game,
and we got two free tickets 4o the NEXT match.

But T dont remember 305?\3 to another 9game after
+)na+, so T +hink Dad mustve taken Rodrick.




What reo\lly stuck with me about that day was how
+)ne>/ +tried to kee\) +)nih3$ eh+er+aihih3 for -H\e
fans. And T think our church could learn a few

lessons from the \arofessioho\l sports experience.

First of all, when ﬂ\ey introduce the priest and
altar servers, +)ne>/ should dim +he |i3)n+s and \:lo\y

some loud music. Because +}\o\+ would 3e+ eVeryohe

HYPED.

AND NOW... ALL THE WAY
FROM ST MARY'S SEMINARY
IN BALTIMORE...

Ahoﬂ\er ‘Hwihs ‘H\e)/ could do is ‘\aVe a mascot to
make the service more fun for little kids.

76



Sometimes you heed to break ﬂ\ihss up o kee\a
‘)eo‘ﬂe ehersize&, so +¥\e>/ could put ina half-+ime
show. And there’s all SORTS of crazy stuff you

could do for entertainment.




But the bi33e5+ U\Darade +o the church experience
would be if ﬂ\e)/ added a JUMBOTRON. For
starters, it would )nelv +he ‘)eo\)|e at the back feel
like +\\e>/ were closer to +he action.

T}\ey could even have a random draw to let the
Peoﬂe who came in late get a seat at +the FRONT.

YOU'VE BEEN SELECTED FOR A

PEW UPGRADE!
SOy

g ° 2 r.l a .g
7, : S %
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Plus ) ‘H‘\e)/ could use the Jumbotron +o encourage
FCOP'E. to be a little more generous when +¥\e>/ pass
+)ne donation basket around.

Tanner
Smith

Last week's
donation:
$2.00

Tve 30+ a bunch of OTHER su33e$‘h'ohs ) and T
actually +ook the time to write them down. But T
guess +he \)eovle who run our church must be Pre++7

+

busy, because so far hobo&y’s 30+ back to me.

EXIT
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OCTOBER

Tues&ax
T was really \\o‘m’ha Mom would Just for3e+ about
makihs me J'oih a team, but she's been Pressvrihs

me every sihsle Jay.

i%é_ \

T 4ried to tell her that in +weh+>/ years resular
sports will be re‘)lqce& b)f e-sports, and athletes

wont even \’mVe to leave ‘H\eir couc\’\es +o com\>e+e.
But I guess s}\e’s too old o 3e+ excited about
what ﬂ\ihss are gonhha be like in the future.

YOU'VE TAKEN
THE GOLD!




One of the reasons T haven*t decided on what

sport o \)|a7/ is because T'm not really +hat
GOOD at o\hyﬂ\ihg.

TVe been rackiha my brain +ryih3 to remember a
time when T did SOmeﬂ\ihs athletic to \\e|\) -figure
out which s‘>or+ IS ris‘w‘f for me.

And all T can think of was the time at lunch
when T landed a balled-u? ha‘)kih n Justin
White's empty milk glass.

When T made that shot, the whole cafeteria went
NUTS. And Tm pretty sure it's the biaaeﬁ
athletic achievement of my |ife.
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Some \Deople were even So\yihs -H\e)/ s%ould \>u+ a
\Dlac{ue in the spot where T threw the ha\akih so
future students would know about it.

FROM THIS SPOT

Greg Heffley

TOSSED A NAPKIN INTO A GLASS

ON A MOVING TRAY FROM A
DISTANCE OF

o5 FEET

For the rest of the year, kids tried 4o re-create
ry shot. And that turned lunch breaks into a
NIGHTMARE.




T -H\oug)n‘f my hapkih shot ProVe& T had some
TALENT, and T +old Mom may{)e T could ‘l'r)/ out
for the basketball +eam.

Well, +hat got her all excited, because she said

she \)layeé basketball when she was my age, and
her team was reo\lly GOOD. Then she said ma)'be
basketball skills run in our famﬂy.

Mom said her team made it all the way +o the
state finals one year. But when T asked her what
\wa\)\)ehec} in the c\-\o\m\)iohs\wi\) game she said i+

wash+ impoﬁah‘l’.
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Mom said what mattered was that T'd be part
of a TEAM. Then she went +o her computer to
figure out how o sigh me up o \""‘)"

T was 3|o\& Mom was excited that T decided on a
sport, but there was ac+ua||7/ ANOTHER reason
T \)ickecl basketball.

T Neard some kids +a|kih5 about +r>/ou+s a+ school
+oda7/, and there are ohly two teams for my whole
3raJe, with ten ‘)layers on each one. And if you
dont make a team you get CUT.

'L)m sure ‘I'\\ere will be a lot of kids +r>/ih3 out next
week , SO T dont stand a CHANCE of makihs it.

And once its over T can fiho\lly get Mom off my
back with this sports stuff.
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Suhdo\x
When T got o +he gym for basketball +ryou+s

tonight, T counted twenty-eight kids. That
meant twenty kids would make one of the two
teams, and everyone else would get wt. So T liked
my odds.

Plus, most of the kids looked WAY better than
me. A lot of these quys have been \Dlayihs since
kihderso\r-feh , and +\'\e>/ could dribble between their
legs and do other crazy stuff with +he ball.

The oh|>/ real experience TVve had with basketball
was when we did a basketball unit in P\w)/s Ed last
year. And that oh|>/ lasted two days.
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On top of that, the school’s oh|>/ basketball was
deflated, and the Phys Ed teacher couldnt find
the needle that went with the pump. So we had 4o
use balloons instead.

There were a handful of kids at +r>/ou+s +ohi3\-\+
who didn* look like +)ne)/ were that 3004, which

made me a little nervous.

T was worried T could end up makihs one of the
teams by accident, and then T'd have to Pl"‘)' a
whole season. So T ‘H\ous\ﬁ about ac+uo\||7/ doihs
bac“y on PURPOSE, Just in case.
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But ray \7|ah went out of the window when Mom
came to wa+c¥\ +r>/ou+s. Because now I khew I’d
\ane o 3.’Ve it my best effort.

Tryou-fs started at /:00 peme and ‘H’\ey handed
each kid a \Drach'ce Jersey with a bis humber on
‘H\e front and back. Ahcl, from -Hwe way +\wose
‘H\ihss Sme||ecl, T suessihs -H\e)/,\/e hever been

WASHED.




ﬂwey S\)|H’ us up into four groups o do drills in

different areas of the gym and my 9roup started
off with dribbling. T was having a litHe trouble
with the \-\ah&—eye coordination +Hh3, so T ke\ﬂ'
drib’olihs it off my shoe.

]: hoticed +)na+ eVery +ime I messed up, Some 9uy
with a cli?boarc} would write down my humber.

scscPJBBII.E

R

G
ROUNCE BOUNCE
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So T +ried 4o stay behind the quys with +he
cli\)boarc}s , and the other kids who stunk started

co‘>>/ih3 me.

EVery once in a wHe :fcl dribble five or six times in
a row, and of course no onhe was wa-l'c}\ihg THEN.
But Mom made sure to let the auys with the
cli\yboards know when T was c{oihs well.
NUMBER EIGHT
HASN'T DRIBBLED OFF
HIS SHOE IN A WHILE!

2\
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After we dribbled with our n'gh'l' hands for a few
minutes, ‘H\e 3“7/ n c}xarse o-F our group said it was
time to switch to our LEFT hands. T thought he
was Jokihs, and T o\c+ua||>/ LAUGHED.

But T \)roba{ﬂy shouldnt have , because +hat Juer

ma&e )nim write down my humber.

T guess some \Deovle can do ﬂ'\ihgs with both
hands, but not me. Tn fact, my lef+ hand is
‘)rqc+ica||y USELESS.

One +ime T sFro\ihed my n‘sk-r wrist and T had
fo fake a test at school using my lef+ hand. And
T +hink T wouldve done better if T'd held +he
pencil in my MOUTH.
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7. Who developed the theory of gravity?
T oane VEi,
g%
Once we finished with our Jribb“hs drills, we
switched to free throws. And T really wished
T hadnt learned to shoot a basketball with a

BALLOON, because T ‘I'o‘l'o\")/ miS Judsed how much
effort T needed +o PU+ into my shot.

g

& \aw
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T +hink Mom could see T wasnt c{oiha so great,
so, whenever one of the evaluators got near

her ) s\\e’d shitch on the OTHER kids who were
s+r033lih3.

NUMBER THREE JUST
THREW IT OVER THE
BACKBOARD!

But its not like Mom was the ONLY parent
he|‘>ih3 their own kid. Some of the evalvators had
kids who were +r>/ih3 out +ohi3\\+, so T wonder

how fair the scoring reo\lly was.

SLAP




By the end of the his\-\-h it was \>re++>/ obvious

W"\O was Sohhd make a team dhd W}\O WdSh,‘l'. BU+

T guess ‘H\ey needed o decide which kid was gohha
get the final spot, because ‘H\ey made the bottom
nine kids -Fig)n‘lf it out in a practice \)lo\y. And all T
can say is it wasnt PRETTY.

Once that was over, ‘H\ey collected our Jerseys.
ﬂ'\e 9uy ruhhiha +r>/ou+s +old eVeryohe ‘H\o\‘f if
we made a team our parents would get an email b)/
tomorrow hia\ﬁ'. But after that experience T
not exdc+|>/ \'\olclihs my BREATH.
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Tvesday
\l\n\eh 1 30+ )nome -From Sc}\ool yes+ercia7/ ) my \7|ah

was to relax and maybe +ake a hap. So T was pretty
svrprise& when T walked into the kitchen.

:[ was coh-(usec}, because I khew 1[or SURE I
didnt make either of +he basketball +eams. But
Mom said she heard from one of the coaches who
said T DID. Then she showed me the email o

‘)roVe it.

T+ was from Mr Patel, Preet Patel’s father.
Preet’s one of the best athletes in our Srade, and
c}urihs +he student-teacher basketball game last
year Pree+t +o+o\||>/ DOMINATED.
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T couldn® understand how T 30+ on the same
team as a kid like THAT. But Mom said the

evaluators mustve seen 50me+¥\ih3 special n me,

and -Hm'f’s w\w)/ I made +)ne cut.

When T ‘l‘\'\ous*ﬁ back +o the high‘l' before i T
couldnt remember Preet ac+ua||>/ beihs at +r>/ou+s.
So how T was even MORE confused.

At school +odo\>/ Jabari Bruce 4old me what
}\Q‘J?eheci. Preet missed +r7/ou+s because he had +o
g0 +o his uncle’s -Fuheral, and the rule was that if
you ski\)\)ecl +ryou+$ you couldnt be on a team.
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So Mr Patel made a NEW +eam with Preet Plus

all +he kids who got cut, just so his son could P'“)’
H\is season.

Well, T wasnt ha\)\)y to hear THAT. T -H\ous)n-r
T was off the hook for basketball, and now all
of a sudden T was on an actual team. And T
knew there was ho way Mom was letting me ovt of
this, either.

Our first \)rac-h'ce was +ohi3\\+ at the e|emeh+ar>/

school. And when Mr Patel saw our team assembled
for the first time Tl bet he had second ﬂ\ou\g}ﬁ's
about +o\kih3 this on.




T"\)/ teammates were the kids who were in that last

practice \Dlay at +r)/ou+s , and T a|rea&>/ khew a few
of them from school. Jabari Bruce and Tommy Chu

were part of that trade deal with me on 5\>or+s Pay.

Then +here were Darren and Marcus Woo&ley , who
mis\-rf ac+uo\||>/ be decent athletes if ‘Hwey weren+
o\lways +r>/ih3 to KILL each other.

DARREN MARCUS
WOODLEY WOODLEY
3

We also had Edward Mealy, who hasnt said a

WOrd since Secohc} sro\c}e, dhc} Kevih Pomodoro,
w\-\o hobo&y can unhderstand w\weh \-\e’s wearihs \wis

KEVIN

EDWARD POMODORO

MEALY
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T guess it's always 300& to have a little }\eish-lr on
your basketball team, so we're |uck>/ to have Yusef
Meskin. But Yusef likes +o Scoop up kids who are
my size and ‘>u+ +\wem n "’ﬂ-\e Cave’.

T+ also sood to have a little TOUGHNESS,
and that's where Ruby Bird comes in. And

+he reason she's on a boys’ +eam is because she
attacked one of the evaluators a+ the GIRLS'
+ryou+$ for writing her number down.




Ahyway, T wouldnt have blamed Preet or his dad
for wa|kih3 out as soon as ﬂ\ey 30+ a 300& look a+
us. But Mr Patel gathered the team round him so
he could siVe a SPEECH.

Mr Patel said that we mis)(ﬁ hot have the most
talented team ) but we were Soihs to out-work
eVeryohe else in ﬂ\e |ea3ue. Ahd \-\e said we were

gohna learn +o \)|o\>/ the RIGHT way, starting
‘l‘ohia\'ﬁ'.

the guy who +au3¥\+
Preet how o ‘)|a7, maybe he could teach the
REST of us , Yoo.

Tommy C*\u raisec} "u's %o\hd o\hc} aske& )now come we
were meeting in +he elemeh‘l'ar)/-sc\\ool hall instead

of the GYM.

1



Mr Patel exPlaihe& +hat the two other teams

booked all the gym +ime for +he season, so we were

gohha have 4o make do with the LEFTOVERS.

T didnt understand how we were SU\)\DoseJ to
Pld)’ basketball when we didnt have a HOOP, but
Mr Patel said +hat we were gohha start with the
fundamentals and work up to s\'\oo+ih3 later on.

We dnc} some dr‘ibb“hs &r.‘lls, o\hd ‘H\eh moVed on

to passing. But, with all the tables set up in +he
hall, +here wasnt a lot of room +o move around. So
half of us had o go on +he stage, which was set
up for a kihdergqr-feh ?lo\y.




Even though we were trying our hardest, Mr
Patel was 3e++ih3 frustrated we werent Pickiha
+Hhss up more quickly. And every time ohe of us
made a mistake he'd make us run s?rih'l's +o the
other side of the hall.

But +hat Just made us tired, so we made even
MORE mistakes. Ahd after a while eVeryohe

exce\>+ Preet was ruhhihg S\Drih+s.

PerSOha"y, T dont think coaches should use
ruhhing as a \)Uhis\wmeh‘f, because all it does is make
kids hate 4o run.
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Ahd T doubt the track coach forces his team to
\>|a>/ BASKETBALL whenever -H-\e)/’re slackihg.

/ﬂ\e +)nih3 1: hﬂe -H\e most about ruhhihg IS +}\a+
it makes )'ou SWEAT. M)/ ‘H\eor)' about sweat

is that it’s your bo&y's way of telling you you’re
workihs too hard, and you heed to take it easy.
But when T shared my ﬂ\oush-l's with Mr Patel he

Jus+ mo\cle me run more s?rih-fs.
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When T got into the car after practice, Mom wanted
to hear all about it. T +old her how our team was
basicqlly Just Preet and a bunch of B-Team ‘>|ayers,

so we weren+ gohha be ahy sood ‘H\is season.

But Mom said Td \)roba{>|>/ geta lot of \>|a>/ih3 +ime
on this team, which got me WORRIED. EVery kid
dreams about "\i‘H’ihs +he bis shot o win the 9ame

for their team, but there’s a FLIP side. And thats
beihs +he person who blows it.

EEl EX cLANG L
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/ﬂ\ere)s a guy n my towh hamed Ah‘l"‘\ohy Grow )
and +weh+>/ years ago he missed a kick at an
empty net and lost a game against Slacksuville,
who's our town's {)'ssesi' rival.

@ﬁm

And now he cant 90 o\hyw\were without ‘)eoP|e
reminding him about it.




T£ 7T was Ah‘ﬂ'\ohy, T4 Just move to Slacksville,
because over +\-\ere }xe’s a HERO.

) \—

oy
Y/

U
T made the mistake of +e||ih3 Mom how T was

worried about messing up like Ahﬂ\ohy Grow,

and she told me a s+or>/ +that made me feel even
MORE nervous about ﬂ\ihss.

Mom had been +he bo\ckuP point 3uard on her
middle-school basketball +eam, and in the
c}\o\m‘)iohship game the re3u|ar point suarc} got

HURT. So, with the score +ied in the fourth
quarter, Mom had o go in and take her \)lo\ce.
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Mom said she ac+ua||>/ did Pre-H')/ well, but with
+he clock wih&iha down she got flanked. So she
had +o heave the ball up as the buzzer went, and
her shot came up short.

IV DIV

Mom say’s she's GLAD i+ \-\a\a\)ehed because it
+o\u3}\+ her 4o deal with failure and made her a
better person. But T4 be willing o be+ Mom's
teammates just wished she hadn+ CHOKED.
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’ﬂwrsdaz
T shouldve done a little more research before T

decided on basketball as ray sport, because the
sc\\eéde is BRUTAL.

Weve 30+ Prac-h'ce +hree Jays a week \)|us ohe game
oh Sa+urdo\>/ and another on Suhclay. And, on

top of all that, T'm SUP\)oseJ to kee\) up with my
homework and get ehoush slee? +o make i+ +¥\rou3)n
Schoo| ‘H\e hext do\y.

T+s hard ENOUGH getting slee\D with all +he
racket outside my window eVery hi3¥\+. Ahd that's
because we put vp a basketball \woo? in our cln'Vewa)l.

<AUMP THUA,

ol

(o)
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When T made +he basketball +eam, Mom went out
and {)ous)n-f a backboard and hoo? for above the
garage. T guess she was ho\:ihs T could +hrow
extra shots on the his\ﬁ's T didnt have \)rach'ce.

But T havent taken a single shot on that thing,
because ) the second it went up, +he +eeha3ers n

our heighbour%oocl SwooPe& n.




Ever since ‘l’}\ey +ook down the outdoor \\00\)5
at our school, there havent been a lot of \7|aces
where kids can \)lay. So now +¥\e>/ come Yo our
house, and Dad has +o \Dark down the street
when he 3e+$ home from work.

Dad told Mom he wanted to take the ‘\00\7 down,
but Mom said she was }xa\)\ay that kids were
outdoors "\avihe fun.

T guess T wouldn*t have minded +oo muc%, eH‘}\er,
but the Teenagers dont know when +o STOP.
Ahd when we're \\eo\clihs to bed for the his\ﬁ
+hose guys are still out there going hard.

109



La-l'el)/, Mom's been +r>/ih3 to give them a hint
+hat it's time to 9o home {>7/ -“ickihs the |53¥\+s
above the garage oh and off. But T guess
teenagers arent real sooc} at +akih3 hints,
because -H-\e)/ Just kee\) ris)n-l' oh Playiha.

So a few his\ﬁs ago Mom +turned the |53\\+s off
when i+ 30‘!’ dark outside. But those guys were

PREPARED, and 'H\e)/ set up a sehera-l'or and
lights in no time.

L —
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Las+ hiﬁ}ﬁ, Dad reached his Joreo\ki\r\S \Doih+ and
called the COPS, who were at the house ten

minutes later.

§| —{}(} H _

oy
—§ e
= o-'

T thought that would be the end of it, but it
turns out cops like basketball, +oo.

e

Weve kind of given up oh rying to stop people
1[rom uSihs ﬂ\e }\oo‘). But I suardh‘fee )/ou +)na+ ‘H\e
first time there’s hoboc}y out there were +akih3
+hat ‘H\iha down.
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Another reason Tve been so tired lately is because
our practices have been starting at 9:30 p-m. We Ve
been using +he e|emeh+ar)/-sc\woo| hall, but we have
+o wait until the other 4wo teams are done with
THEIR practices before we can start ours.

On our first his\\‘l' at the hall, Mr Patel -forso‘l’
his bas of basketballs and had +o 90 home +o get
it. And while he was gohe Darren \r\]oodley hoticed
+¥\e P}\)/S Ec} storeroom was open, so we went

inside. There was all SORTS of fun equipment in
there, like pogo sticks and hula %oovs and even a

siath \)arac)nu-l'e.
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T+ had been a |oh3 +ime since any of us had
\Dlayecl with that stuff, and all of a sudden we
were like little kids again.




We even made vp a whole new game +hat used

+hose square four-wheeled scooters and some giant
‘)lo\s-h'c bowlihe pins. And it was ac+ua||7/ WAY more
fun than basketball.

But when Mr Patel came back with the bas of
balls he shut our game down.
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Mr Patel told us we were there o \)lay basketball,
hot to soo-f around. /ﬂ\eh he made us ?u-l'
eVery-H\ihs back in -H\e room where we found it.

TVe read that basketball started off with a bunch
of suys *\orsihg ar‘ouhcl wiﬂ'\ a |ea‘H\er soccer ball

and a Peach basket, and now its ?o‘whr all over
the WORLD. But if their coach had been ahy‘l‘\'\iha
like Mr Patel it \)robdbly hever would Ve %a?\)ehed.
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And T'll bet Mr Patel’s gohha feel \Dre++>/ dumb
w}\eh -H\e S\)or+ we invented goes PRO.

1)/ RollerBowling 74
World Championships
| J] FRANCE JAPAN | @

VS

A
°§

/’ -

! ;;,_,_5
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Once we finished putting all the equipment back
in the storeroom, Mr Patel lined us up at +he foul
line +o Prach'se free throws. Ahd , eVeh after he
S}\owed uS +)ne ris}ﬁ way o s}\oo+, most of us
couldnt get +he \mhg of it.

A-Her missihs a j()u\r\c}w of times in a row, I was
getting pretty frustrated. So T shot the ball
BACKWARDS, Just for kicks. And, believe it or
not, it went IN.
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My teammates were pretty im‘)ressecl, and after
that EVERYONE +ried mo\kiha a backwards shot.

%00MP
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But Mr Patel shut THAT down , Yoo.

He said we were never 9ohha improve until we

s+ar+e<} +akih3 +}\ih3$ more SERTOUSLY. ]:
tried to explain that T was better at shooting
backwards than forwqrd, and maybe +he way he

was +eac¥\ih3 us was all wrohg.

But T guess Mr Patel +\\ou3)n+ T was beihs a
smart alec, so he made me run sprints until the

ehc} of \Drac-h'ce.
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On the first few hig\ﬁs we just worked on stuff
like Jribblihs, \Dassihs ahc} S}wooﬁhs. But at ﬂ\e
besihhihs of last hish-f’s practice Mr Patel said we

were gohnd \\aVe a \Dro\ch'ce game.

EVeryboc}y was pretty excited that we were 1[iha||7/
gonha get to o\c+uq||>l PLAY. But ris\ﬁ' when we
were about to start a group of men my dad’s age
walked into the school hall.

One of the guys walked up o Mr Patel and said
we were gohha the o 3e+ off *H\e court because

the Men's Leo\sue had the hall booked a+ 9:30
eVery Wedhesday hia\ﬁ.



But Mr Patel said that we had the hall until
10:30, and he had double-checked that

afternoon.

’ﬂ\ihss started o get a little HEATED, but then
Mr Patel came up with a solution. He said we could
P|a>/ +hose guys in a practice \7|a>/ , and whoever
won could have +he court.

T was a little nervous about \)lo\yihs a group of
grown men. But these guys didnt look like ‘H\ey
were in H\e best s%o\‘)e, and I -Hwous}ﬁ we mis}vl'
be able to +ake them.

T+ took a |oh3 time for the Men’s Leasue +o

warm up. T +)nou3¥\+ -H\e)/ were getting cold feet
and were Jus+ STALLING.
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After those 9uys -fiha“)/ finished S+re+c¥\ih3 , we
30+ started. We won the -h'\)-o#, and T fisurecl
we were oh our way to an easy win. But it was all
downhill after that.
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ﬂ\ose Men's Leo\sue 3“)/5 mig\'\‘l' not \'\aVe been

super athletic, but +)ne>/ knew how 1o PLAY. And
H\ey +o+d||)/ made fools out of us.

The whole time +¥\e>/ never s+o?\>eci TALKING.
And, T hate 4o admit i+, but -H\e)/ were reo\lly
3e++ih3 inside our HEADS.

I‘l’ was all cor‘hy stoff ‘H\a‘f ohly growh-ups woul&
say, but it reo\lly worked. And the more ﬂ\ey
talked, the more we s+ru33|ed.
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YOU REACH,
I TEACH!

I'™M BREAKIN’
ANKLES OUT HERE! 0
Q : o

I'M CALLING
BANK!




’ﬂwe person w\\o was 3e++ih3 ﬂ\e most frustrated
was PREET. And T could +ell he really wanted o
stick it to these guys.

But +)ne>/ had -Fisured out that Preet was our oh|>/
300& \)layer , and whenever he'd get the ball +¥\e7/

were all over him.

At one point, Preet stole the ball and S\Drih-fec} to
+he other end of the court for what shouldve been
an easy |o\>/-u‘>. T +hink Preet wanted +o make a
statement, because he decided to DUNK i+.

We were all ‘)re‘H')/ excited to see Preet throw it
down. But I guess \we heeds o grow a few more
Ehc%es before }\e’s reo\dy for ‘H’\a‘l'.
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Preet landed dwkwarély on his ankle. And, even
+¥\ou3\\ +he game wash+ o#icially over, T +hink
the Men’s Leaaue saw it as a WIN.




T ‘H\ous\-vl' Preet Just twisted his ankle and hed
be back to normal for the nex+ \Drac-h'ce. But when
he showed vp at +he school hall +oh|'3\w+ he was on
CRUTCHES.

le, and he's
out for the whole season. And that's bad news for
-H-\e rest of us, because wi+¥xou+ Hm were toast.

T+'s even worse news for Mr Patel, because now he's
stuck coquhs +his team for the rest of the season.
Ahd I)m sure "\e’c} rarﬂwer be S?ehdiha Hs free time
wa+c\\ih3 TV or learning to juggle.

But at the {)esihhihs of practice Mr Patel gave a
sPeec\w. He said thun'es are a Po\r‘l' of the 9ame,
and the rest of us were gohna have to s+e\> up-

126



Then Ke ran us -H-\roug}\ some \)|ays that were
svp\aosecl +o make it easy +o score. We started
with five on three, but hoboc}y could make a
basket. So we went to five on two, and then five
on one, and we STILL couldnt score.

We fiha“y hit a shot when it was five on ZERO,
but the \)lo\y didnt 90 the way Mr Patel drew it

vp- So if we ac+ua||>/ score in our first game +his
weekend it's gonna be b)/ blind LUCK.




At the end of practice, Mr Patel said he had a
svr\Drise for us ahJ oPeheJ a {)is cqrc}boar& box.
Then he started handing ovt UNIFORMS,

T noticed the uniforms looked kind of familiar,
and T recoahize& the SMELL, 4oo. Mr Patel
exvlaihed +hat there wasnt ehoush time to get
hew uhiforms for -H\e team, So +¥\ey had o recycle
+he ones from +r>/ou+s.
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But there was SOmeﬂ\ihS DIFFERENT about
+he Jerseys, because now there was a |030
Prih+ecl on the back.

Mr Patel told us +hat every feam has a sponhsor
to \-\el‘) pay for stuff like hall rentals, and our
sponsor for the season was Marconis Deli Bar. T
guess it was +ou3¥\ fihdihs a Soocl spohsor, because
T pretty sure Marconis is still closed for health-

code Violations.

MARCONI’S
Deli Bar

Rrg P
37
Soo W ,‘W(;
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Sa‘l‘urdax
Today was our first 9ame of +he season, and it

was at the elemeh‘l-ar)/-sc\\ool hall. Coach Patel
asked everyone to get there half an hour early so
we could go over +he \)lah and warm vp-

Mr Patel showed us a few new \)lays he desighecl,
which looked like H\ey mustVve taken all h.'s}ﬁ
+o draw up- T Jus’r *\O\Ded +he other guys oh
+he team understood what all the little symbols

were su‘)\)osec} to mean, because it was comP|e+e

3i{>{>eris\'\ +o ME.

]
O >T< O /,\%-O
L ~x— 7 \
\——X-—*\
0O
@)
/
X
@)
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While we were going over +he \)lo\ys, the stands
started fi“ihs Up- T was nervous to \)lqy in front
of a crow&, but i+ +urns out I didnt need to
worry about i+. Because when Coach Patel put in
his starting line-up T wasn% in it.

We were \)lo\yihs against Franklin, which is a town

+hat's twenty minvtes down the road from us.
/ﬂ\ihss got off o a rocky start when Franklin
woh the opehing -h")-o# and took it all the way
down to the other end for a lay-u‘). And +hat
set the tone for +he rest of +he game.
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Kevin Pomodoro was our \Doi\rﬁ' suard, because he's
+he oh|)/ kid on our team who can dribble while
|ookih3 Up. But Kevin was basico\ny Playihs ohe-
handed, because every time he needed to ye|| out ohe
of Coach Patel’s \>|a>/s he'd have +o +ake his retainer
out so \Deople could understand him.

BLUE SIX!
BLUE SIX!

BOOMP

EVeh‘l'uaH)/ the Franklin \)layers cau3¥\+ on, and
whenever Kevin would call a \)|d>/ -H\ey’ci 90 for

+)ne s+ea|. M
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QOur team was +r>/ih3 its best +o follow Coach
Patel’s new \)lays, but T don*t +hink ahyohe knew
who was an X and who was an O, so it was Jus+

pure confusion out ‘H\ere.

SCRATCH

Coach Patel started yelling at the kids on

+he bench like what was \wavpehihs out there

was OUR fault. And T Just acted like T was
ashamed because i+ seemed like that's what he was
lookihs for.
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Coach Patel started Sub‘bih& kids out of the game,
and T was 3e++ih3 worried he was gonha \Du+ ME
in. So T moved 4o the end of the bench and Just
‘)rayed he'd -Forae‘f T was there.

But Mom was in the stands, and she wasnt
exaC‘Hy "\d\)ihs.




Even -H\oug\-\ the e|emeh+o\r>/—sc)noo| hall is our
}\ome court, it's not like we "\aVe a }\ome court
ADVANTAGE. First of all, +he hall is about
seVeh‘l'y years old, and there are all sorts of dead
S\)o+$ on the floor. So even when someone on our
+eam would +r‘>/ to 3e+ Some‘l‘}\ihs soihs ‘H\ey’d end
vp losing +heir dribble.

Plus, there’s bubHesum and other crud caked on

the floor. And on a fast break Jabari Bruce
ac+uq||>/ lost a S}'\oe r‘uhhihs c{owh +¥\e court.
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Whoever desishecl the hall did o |ous>/ Job, because
there’s no room between the sidelines and +he

walls. So anyohe +r>/ih3 to save a ball from going

out of bounds is riskihs their LIFE.

On +op of that, the doors to the restrooms are
close to the baseline. And in the first quarter
there was a line for the ladies toilets.




To make matters worse, +he auys who used the
men's toilets kev-r |eavih3 the door open. And at
ohe point someone threw a bad pass and the ball

landed in the URINAL.

One of the refs washed the ball off in the sink
and then dried it with some paper towels. T dont

know what ‘H\ey Py +hose auys, but whatever it
is its not ENOUGH.
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Believe it or nhot, my team mo\hdse& to score a
handful of buckets. But when the buzzer went
off, the score was 38—6. T was Just slo\d +hat

Coach Patel didn+ \)u+ me in, because if he had T
guarantee we would Ve lost by even MORE.

Tve \;laye& ehous)n sports o know that when the
3o\mes over you Te SU\D\)oseJ +o shake hands with
+he other team and say it was a 300& game. So
+hat's exdc+|y what T DID.

But T wish someone had told me we were ohly at
HALF-TIME, because mo«)/be then T wouldnt
have made such a fool of myseh[.

GOOD

GAME GOOD
GAME.
GOOD
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Coach Patel told us to meet in the locker room
so we could get rea&y for +he second half. But
‘H\e e|emeh+o\r)/ Schoo| c}idh"i’ HAVE a |ocker room,
so we had to settle for the men's restroom. Ahd
uhfor+uho\+e|>/ it was occu'\)iecl, so we didn* even

have i+ all 4o ourselves.

CHANGING
STAT

But that didnt s+0\) Coach Patel from |o\uhc¥\ih3
into his half-+ime sPeec\-\ as soonh as he s+e‘>\>ed
into the room. T was a li++le bummed out that
Coach was making us listen to a s?eech at half-
time. Because, if you ask me, T think half-time
should be a BREAK from +he game.
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But Coach Patel started ’Dy going over eVery‘H'\ihs
we were doihs wronhg, and all the acbus-fmeh-fs we
needed to make in the second half if we wanted
to win.

Then he told us a s+or>/ about this group of

Scottish warriors from a long time ago. He said

H\ey were surrounded by their enemies and were
totally outnumbered, but they won the battle by
s*h'ckihs +03e+¥xer and fish‘h'hs with eVeryH\ihs
they had.




He said, if we followed the game \7|ah, maybe WE
could get a vic+or>/, too. And, T have 4o admit, i+
was a ?re‘H')/ sood s?eec\-\ ) because {Jy the time we
lef+ that restroom we were ready to go o WAR.

There were still a few minutes o 9o before the

second half s+ar+ed, so eVeryohe used the chance to

re}\ydme.
The \r\looclleys were res?ohsible for supplyihs +he
drinks for the first game, so we all )nel\)ed ourselves

to bottles of water from the cooler.
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But T guess +he \/\loodleys hever cleaned out their

cooler -[rom ﬂ\e summer }\o“ciqys, because ‘H\ere

were some LEFTOVERS in -H\ere , Yoo.

There were even a half-filled bottle of ke'fc\w‘) and
a {ull bottle of mustard in the cooler, but Yusef and
Ruby werent oo c}woosy about -H-\eir re-fres}\meh-}s.

T guess +’ne>/ fisured ‘H\ey’c} take every bit+ of fuel
ﬂ\e)/ could GET.
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Coach ke\)‘l' Yusef in for the whole first half,
and he was so swea+>/ that he had +o wrihe out
his Jersey. But T wished he hadnt wrung it out
into the COOLER ) because there were still some
bottles of water in +here.

Like T sm’c}, eVeryohe was fired up after that
speech by Coach Patel. But T guess +hose 9uys in
Scotland had Someﬂ\ihs we DIDN'T, because the
second half of the game started off a lot like the
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ﬂ\ihss 30‘1’ so out of control in the fourth
quarter that Coach Patel put me and the rest of
-Hwe bench in. But, i }\e was \wo‘)ihe we d siVe our
team a S\Do\rk and +urn -H'u'hss rouhd, he mustve
been \)re‘H')/ Jisa\DPoih‘fed.

To be hohes-f ) I cant even remember w‘-\a-f +¥\e
final score was. All T remember was that on

ﬂ'\e ride }\ome Mom said our coo\c}\ S)nou|c1)Ve run

different ?lays and that T shouldve got more
Vla)/ihs time.

The oh|>/ 'H\iha Dad said was that if this was
GOLF we wouldVe won, because we had the lowest
score. 1 guess ‘H\e)/ were both ‘h’)/iha +o make me
feel better, but it didn+ rea||>/ work.

144



Suhc}ax
Mom’s always sa)/ihs how sport brihss Pe0\7|e

+03e+¥\er, but T +hink she mis\w-f o\c+uo\||>/ be wrohg
about that. Because in my ex‘Deriehce sPor-i' Jus+
tears us APART.

The \)eople in ry town don* like +he surrouhclihs
+owhs because -H-\e)/ always beat us in spors. But
the +own we hate the most is Slacksville, because
+hose quy’s always DESTROY us.

T+s been going on like this since before T was
born. Ahcl w}xeheVer an old--h'mer n my ‘own
mentions Slacksville -H\e)/ o\lways spit.

RECKON I GOTTA GO
INTO SLACKSVILLE
TO GET MY VACUUM
CLEANER FIXED.
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l"\y town's issves with Slacksville go a lot dee\Der
than SPORTS, +¥\ou3¥~\. Abou+ a hundred )/ears
ago, we were suﬂ)osecl to get a Jewellery fac+or>/
in our towh, which would Ve {)rous\'rl' in a lot of
Jobs and money. But some biswias from Slacksville
swoo?ed in at the last minute and stole the

1[o\c+or>/ from us.

TOWN CLERK

These do\ys , Slacksville’s got ALL +he sood stuff,
like a mall and +wo soh[ courses. And all weve got
to show for ourselves is an abandoned drive-in
cinema and Marconi's Deli Bar.

So were o\lwo\ys Iookihs for ways fo get back at
+hose guy's- And , Since we can+t beat them in
sports, we have to be CREATIVE.
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Las+ year, the state was \alo\hhihs on putting a
bia Sarbqse Jum\) in our town. But we made some
cho\hses to our zohing laws, so the state had

to put +he Jum‘) in Slacksville instead. And T e
heard theyre hot too HAPPY about it, either.

i 3

STATE DUMP g

T+ seemed like ‘H\ihss were gohha c\mhse a few
months back when +he mayor of Slacksville called
our mayor sqyihS he wanted o make a peace

o”erihg. EVery year, our +own has a siah-f
bonfire in +he Park on the Fourth of July, and
+his year +he Peoyle of Slacksville wanted +o
donate the wood.
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ﬂ-\e +imih3 was Sreo\‘l', because our town was
out of mohey for recreational stuff and couldnt

afford +o do the bonfire this year ahyway.

So our mayor gave +he \7|o\h +he green |i3\-\+, and

a few da)/s later trucks started s\\owihs up from
Slacksville with \)iles of timber. And ﬁ\ey even set
i+ all up for FREE.
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But rig‘\‘l’ before we lit the fire on the Fourth
of Ju|>/ our heal+h inspector came b)/ the town
\)ark and said the wood from Slacksville was
c\-\emically treated, so we couldn® burn i+ because

it would release Jahgerous fumes into the air.

T’ne next Jo\y, our mayor called ‘H‘\e md)/or

of Slacksville and told him he'd have 4o send
someone to haul +he wood away. But T guess
+heir mayor alreac}y knew the wood was full of
chemicals and ‘H\ous‘ﬁ' the whole ‘H\ihs was pretty

hilarious.




So now we Ve 30+ a siah+ \)ile of ro++ih3 timber
n ‘H\e mi&c“e of our town \mrk, ahd ‘l‘)nis avtumn

+he Pre-sc\woo|ers had +o ‘)lay +heir soccer games
AROUND i+.

But +\'\eir soccer season 3o+ cut s}\or‘l' w\'\eh a buhc\-\

of animals moved into the wooc}‘)ile, and everyone
aareec} i+ was Yoo Jahgerous for kids to kee\)
\)layihs near it.
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So T guess Slacksville has the last |au3¥\, at least

for how.

The reason T'm bringing this stuff up is because
+oda>/ was our first away game, and of course it
was in Slacksville. T got a queasy feelihg when

we drove Pas+ the sish, because T havent been

there in YEARS.

SLACKSVILLE

“Jewe“erytown"

5:)
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QOur game was at Slacksville His)n, and their gym
was WAY better than ours. The court looked
brand new, and T didn* see a sihsle piece of gum

on the floor.

ﬂ\e gym was \)acked before we 30+ +here ) and
Peovle started booihg Jurihs warm-ups.

000000000 D

THOOMP
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Ohly a few of our parents showed vp to cheer

us on. I had o 33+ a ride to the game with

E dward Mealy, because Mom said she needed +o 90
with Dad 4o Mahhy)s Pre-sc\'\ool \)lay.

But T kind of wonder if Mom bailed on me because
she knew what was in store for our team in

Slacksville.

T was Pre++>/ anxious for the game Yo get started
so T could +ake my spot at the end of the bench.

But there were a|reacl>/ \Deovle sitting in +hat spot,
and there wasnt any room for ME.
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’ﬂ\ere was an em\>+>/ space a few rows up n 'H\e
stands , SO, when the game s+ar+ecl, that's where
T went. But T was afraid ?eop|e were gohha
notice that T wasnt from Slacksville and give me a
hard time. So, whenever the crowd booed my team,

I JEJ, +oo.

."‘

T+ was ac+uo\||>/ \)re++7/ easy to do, because we got
off to another terrible start. Slacksville started +he
9ame by H—Hiha a JeeP -H-xree-\)oih-fer, and then
ﬂ\ey stole the ball and hit ANOTHER one. And

before |oh3 -H\ey were ahead b)f +weh+>/ points.

T +)nou3\\+ +ha+t once -H-\e)/ buil+ up a lead +)ne)l’d
start to take i+ easy onh us. But T guess everyohe
in Slacksuville is still sore over the Sarbo\se &umP,
because -H\ey hever let up-
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ﬂ\ey started ruhhing a full-court press, which
meant we couldnt even get the ball past half-cour+.
Th fact, we couldnt even get the ball in ?lay
because those Slacksville kids were all OVER us.

e e 7. “
Coach Patel was ye||ih3 at our team from +he
sidelines. But his voice was drowned out by +he
Slacksville crowd.

WONK—& s0y 7 2N I
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EVery once in a while ray team would get +he
ball ihbouhds, but +)neh +¥\ree or -Four Slacksvi”e
‘;lo\yers would swarm the kid who got +he pass.

Ahd we couldnt even 3e+ ahy rebounds ) because

their centre was so bis he ac+ua||>/ made Yusef look
SMALL.
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By half-time, the score was 52—0, and T was
}\oPihs the refs would use the mercy rule and end
+he game. But T guess 'H'\e)/ dont do that kind of
'H'\ihs in basketball.

Tm \areH’y sure the \Deovle who run the
Slacksville school gym turned up +he heat in the
visitors locker room Jus+ to make us uhcom-[or‘hxble,

because it was like a SAUNA in there.
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Coach Patel gave another S\)CeC"\, but this one

wash+ about SCO‘H'ES)n armes or ahyﬂxihs |ike
that. T+ was about PRIDE.

He said that when we s+e\>\>eci onto the floor
we were revreseh-l'ihs our TOWN. )ﬂ\eh }xe said
we shouldnt even look at the score ) because the

oh|>/ ‘l'}\ihs +hat mattered now was how hard we
FOUGHT.

Ahd +hat 30+ eVeryohe Jus+ as fired up as +he

S\)eec% in our first game.




But a few kids on my team +ook Coach Patel too
LITERALLY. Becauvse, when the second half
started, our team was reo\cly to fis\ﬁ for REAL.
Yusef got ‘H\ihas started by +¥\rowih3 an elbow,
+hen Ruby Bird 4ook down Slacksville’s centre.

Then the \A]oocﬂe)/ brothers started going at it
wi-ﬂx eac}x OTHER for some reason.
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But the refs had BIGGER \Dro{>|ems to deal
wi+\\. Kevin Pomodoro’s mo+\\er and one of +\\e
Slacksville moms started arguing in the stands,

and -H\e next +}\ih3 you knew -H\e)/ were -H\rowihs
haymakers.

ﬂ\e refs went into +\\e stands to break it up, So
T decided to make myself some room onh the bench )
because it was a lot SAFER +here.

But I wis)ned I \\o\cl s+o\>/ed w)nere I was, because
when Ruby and Yusef 30+ eJec+eci for ﬁs\ﬁihg the
coo\c\'\ \)U‘!‘ me in ‘H’\e game o\lohs wH'}\ Tommy C}w
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The Slacksville coach Pu"ec{ his starters to give
them a rest, and he put in his bench Players , “oo.

Coach Patel told our team +o run one of the \)|o\>/s

he +o\u3\-\+ us at practice. And, believe it or not,
+he \)ldy ac+ua||>/ WORKED.

Now the score was 52—2, and +he Slacksville
crowd was rea||>/ o\hhoyed because +\\ey -H\ous\ﬁ
‘H\e)/ were gohha CRUSH us.
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So +he Slacksville coach put all his starters back in
the 9ame. )ﬂ\ey reeled off +weh+>/-+)nree s+rq53¥\+
points, and it seemed like there was ho+)nih3 we
could do o s+o‘> +hem.

T didnt understand ah)/ of Coach Patel’s \>|a)/s , So
T Just ran up and dowh the court and 4ried +o
look like T knew what T was doihs. But then Kevin
9ot flanked, and he threw the ball to ME.

I didnt know WHAT I was suPPosecl to do , SO I
Jus+ tried to throw the ball o 3e+ RID of i+. But

a Slacksville \7|a>/er hacked me on the arm and the
ref called o foul.




The ref put me ot the free-throw line and gave
me the ball. And T rea||>/ wished T remembered
the stuff Coach Patel +au3\w+ us about s\\oo-h'hs

‘l'ec\-\hic‘ue, because eVeryohe’s eyes were on me.

N

And the Slacksville crowd wasn+ exac+ly makihs it
easy +o CONCENTRATE.
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T +hink fans should have o be QUIET when a

‘>|a7/er’s +r7/ih3 to shoot a free throw, but when
T +ried +o aet them to be more resPec‘h[ul it

didnt work. |

T +o+a||7/ whiffed ry shot, and the crowd let me
hear about it. But at least it was OVER.
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Then the ref gave me +he ball and told me to shoot
AGAIN. T ‘H\ous"\‘l' he was Jus+ {)eihs hice {77 SiVEhS
me anhother try, but it turns out that when there's

a s\\ooﬁhs foul you 3e+ TWO shots.

I didnt want to miss AGAIN, so I ﬂ\ous*d' about
shoo-h'hs i+ backwards o at least have a CHANCE
of mo\kihs i+. But T didnt wanna make Coach Patel
mad, and decided to +r>/ a Smhh)' s%o-f, where you

throw the ball from between your Iess.

But, when T airballed that one, even the

GRANNIES |au3\\ed at me.

®
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A'I[‘l'er +}\o\+, T was reac}y to go back +o my S\)o‘l'
on the bench. So T subbed myseh[ out of the
game, which T found out later is not o\c+uo\“>/ a
+\'\ih3 a \)|a>/er is SUP?osed to do.

MEALY!
YOU'RE UP!

Slacksville ke\>+ runhing up the score, and before
long i+ was 98—2. Then one of their quyers hit o
+\'\ree-\>oih+er, S0 how ‘H\ey had 101 points. But
+he scoreboard could ohly Ji5\9|o\y two digits for
each team, so all of a sudden it looked like we were

AHEAD.
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So we started going CRAZY on the bench, and
that reo\||7/ ticked off the Slacksville crowd.

The clock was wihdihg down, and Slacksville tried o
move the ball up the court. But now our team was
?"")"‘hﬁ with PRIDE, and we locked i+ down on
the defensive end.
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Slacksville maho\ged to get past us, and -H\e)/
hit a |d>/-UP. So when the final buzzer went off
-H-se)/ had LAPPED vus.

The oh|)/ +¥xih3 that made me feel better was
when Mr T"\eo\ly s+0\>‘>ec1 at the Slacksville clum\)
to get rid of an old mattress. We mia‘w‘l' hot ever
beat +those auys n S\Dor‘l's ) but at least our town
doesn+ SMELL. - v
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NOVEMBER
To uesdax
T wish T could say that after Slacksville our team
got better and we won a few 9ames Jurihs +he
season, but that's not what )na‘)\)ehed. Th fact )
‘H\ihss Just got worse and worse as the season
went on.

After the Slacksville game, Mr Marconi from

Marconis Deli Bar called Coach Patel and told him
he didnt want to spohsor our team any more. But
{)y then it was too late to c"\dhae our uniforms, so
we just used electrical tape to black out the logos.
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And that turned into a Problem, because in our
hext game ohe of the kids on +he other team got
electrical tape from Yusef's Jersey stuck 4o his face.
ﬂ'\eh w%eh +¥\e kid’s mom removed ‘H\e +a‘>e s\-\e
\)u||ed his eyebrow clean OFF.

Whenever we'd start to fall behind in a game, Mom
would let Coach Patel know what he should be c{oihe
Jiﬁerehﬂy. And T'm not sure he really a\a\)recia-fecl

|

}xer ac}vice.
HAVE YOU TRIED PLAYING
ZONE DEFENCE? BECAUSE
MAYBE THAT WOULD HELP!




Somewhere o\lohs the line, the other teams coaches
started feeh’hs SORRY for us, so +)ne>/’c} \)|d>/
their substitutes instead of their starters. But
+hat didnt c\\ahse the RESULTS.

The parents oh our team started comvlo\ihihs +o
+he Junior |ea3ue +hat we were |osih3 by too many
\Doih+s, and it wasnt 300& for our self-esteem. So
+he |ea3ue made some rule c\\ahses to ‘wel\) kee\)
+)nih3$ uhder control.

The new rules said that if your team was ahead by
+weh+y or more Poih‘fs you \\acl o pass five times
before )/ou +ook a s\-\o-l'.
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And that did o\c+uo\||>/ kee\? the score down, but it
was \Dre++>/ )numi|ia+ih3 when the kids on the other
team counted their passes out LOUD.

r-

)ﬂ\eh teams started +r>/ih9 o keeP +¥\eir scores
down on their OWN. And ‘H\ey tried all sorts of

things, like only dribbling with their left hands
and even c|osih3 their eyes when -H\e)/ shot.

But the scores were STILL |o‘>sidecl, so ho\lfway
ﬂ\rous\'\ +he season the Juhior league did
50me+)nih3 a little more drastic 4o he|P us win.
One weekend -H\e)/ Jro‘JPe& us down a whole age

grovp, and the week after that 'H'\e)/ clroﬂ)e& us
down ANOTHER level.
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And there’s ho+\-\ih3 like }\avihg your butt handed
‘o you {77' a bunch of e|emeh+ar>/-sc\\oo| kids to

make you feel sood about )/oursel'F. @

T ohly made one basket the entire season, but it
wasS on ‘H’\e wrohs )nooP. Ahd I suess Coac% Pa+e|

wah‘fec} me o \mVe my moment, So ‘\e clic}h"% even

say o\h)l‘ﬂ'\ihs when it )na?\)ehed.




By the end of the season, ohly Mom and a few
o+}\er \)areh-fs came to -H\e games. Ahc} b)/ +)neh

even the REFS werent paying attention.

We were so )naﬂ))/ when the season fiha")/ ended
+hat we gave Coach Patel one of those Victory
baths like 'H-\ey do when a team wins a cho\m?iohshi\).
But T )nove he +ook a REAL shower when he got
home, because that +Hh3 was {ull of SWEAT.




After our last game, we had an end-of-season
bahc{ue‘l' at Marconis Deli Bar. And the oh|>/
reason Mr Marconi asreecl +o host it was because
his restauvrant still wasnt o-”icio\lly opeh and he
needed the business. But T avoided any food with

mayohhaise n it Jus-l' in case.

Coach Patel handed out awards, and every \)lo\yer
30‘!‘ one. But , Since ho ohe was ahy GOOD +his
season, }\e }xo\cl o 3e+ creative.

h— !/

for trying to learn a new sport

@ ?}lruv Ei‘e]
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After we had cake, Coach Patel gave a sPeec%.
He said that we mi3¥\+ hot have won ah)/ games,
but he was proud of us for trying our hardest and
hever Sivihs up-

Then e said that, even +¥\ou3}\ +here Probably
weren+ o\hy future ‘)(O‘F&SSiohdl athletes on our team,
+here were a lot of OTHER exciting careers out
there ) like accouh+ih3 and web desish and PU\)\)e-h‘)/.

T+ wasnt as ihsPirihs as some of the other
S\Deec\'\es he gave c}urihs +he season ) bt T guess
+¥\ey cant all be winners.

T was Just 3|o\& the season was 'Fihd“)l OVER,
because i+ meant T could g0 back +o my regular
life. And T'm pretty sure my teammates felt +he
same way. But the one person who couldn® let i+

go was MOM.
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Before Mr Patel 30‘!’ in his car o leave, Mom +old
him about this state +ournament for teams that
hadnh* won ahy games Jurihs +he season. Then she
showed him a flyer she'd \Drih-feci out.

TOUGH
SEASON?

Turn that frown
upside down in the

SEGOND
GEE ANEGE

Il AMEBNTY

Because there's a
winner in everyone!

T really wished Mom had asked me about this
FIRST, because +he last +)nih3 T wanted was to

‘>|a>/ more BASKETBALL. Byt |ucki|)/ Mr Patel
felt +he same way.
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Mr Patel 4old Mom that our team was ‘-\o?eless at
basketball and he wasn+ willing o put us +)nrou3}\
ah)/ more miser)/. Ahcl, even ‘H\ous}\ it SOUhdeJ a
little harsh, Mom didnt argue with him.

MARCONI S l I =

CLOSED /
Y yd

A week later , Mom invited ‘ﬂ'\e w\\o|e +eam to our
\wouse. 1 ‘H\oush‘l' ‘H\is was one of ‘H\ose end-of-
+\'\e-seo\50h \)ar+ies w\were )/ou }\o\Ve Pizza and maybe

watch a movie or SOmeﬂ\ihs , but i+ was a whole

other THING.

Once eVeryohe 30‘!‘ +o our house , Mom said she had
ah ahhouhcement to make. She said she was going
+o enter us into the Second Chance Tourhame\rﬁ'
and that SHE was gohna be our coach.
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ﬂ\eh she said we were 30ih3 to enter the
+ournament as a whole new team for a fresh start )

ahé she s+o\r+ec} ho\h&ihs out uniforms.

EVeryohe 30+ kind of exci+ed, because -H\ese
uhiforms looked EXPENSIVE. The Jerseys had
blue-ah&—sold s+i+c}\ih3, and each kid’s last name
was written on ﬂ\e back. T’nere was ho spohsor
this time, so T'm guessing Mom \)aid for these out
of her own \Docke-l'.
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On the front of each Jersey was the picture of
one of those sledge dogs you see in Alaska. And
Mom ex‘>|aihecl +hat our team was gonna be the
HUSKIES, Just like her middle-school basketball

‘eam.

U

T+ was \)re‘H')/ obvious Mom was JUS“’ +r>/ih3 to
relive *\er 3|or‘>/ Jays ﬂw‘oue% US, but I c}icih"f
really care. Because, like T said, those uniforms

were NICE.

Mom said that this time around we were gonna be
WINNERS. And +hat sounded a whole lot better
+han {)eihs accountants and \Dup\aei'eers.
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’ﬂwrsdaz

The {)is tournament is less +han a week away, So
our team doesnt have a +on of +ime +o prepare.
But after our first \Dro\c‘h'ce T'm kind of 3|ad we
DON'T.

Mom's coqchihs s+>/|e IS com‘)le‘l'el)/ different from
Mr Patel’s. Thstead of workihg on our basketball
skills, we did a bunch of +ouc}\>/-1[ee|>/ +eam—{>ui|&ih3

exercises.

T Just }w\)e Mom knows what she’s &oihs, because
T dont see how +that stuff is gonha }xel\a uS win
any games.

“T'VE GOT YOUR BACK!”

OK, ALL TOGETHER NO@




One of the exercises was SUP\Dosec} to hel\D us get to
kinow each other better. We stood in a circle, and
when you +hrew the ball to another ?l"‘)'er you had
to ell everyohe 50me+¥\ih3 about )/ourseh[. So, when
it was ry +urn to throw the ball, T said that T
liked mint c)nocola-re-chi\) ice cream.

But when E.dward Mealy got +he ball he 1[iho\||>/
started TALKING. He told us how his stepmom
is reo\||>/ strict and how she doesnt like his pet
turtle that he got for his birﬂwday.

Thn fact ) he went on for so |oh3 +hat Mom had o
take ‘H’\e ball from Hm ahcl ‘\ahc} i+ to someone else.




After that, we P|o\>/ecl some actual basketball. Mom
tried +eqc¥\ih3 us a few \Dlays +hat her team used
+he year -H\e)/ reached the state finals, but we
were \\avihs +rouble getting +he \\o\hg of ‘H\ihss.

T didnt think the fact that we were +errible was
such o BAD +¥\ih3. Tve seen a bunch of those
moVies about teams who are uh&er&oss, but +hen
+}\ey \>u|| +03e+}\er and win in the end. And TVve
been wohderihs f WE couH c}o ‘H\cﬁ'.

But +he \)Io\yers who are on those +eams never
make qhy mohey, because -H-\ey’re not the ones
telling the story. So Tve been thinking that, if
we turn into onhe of those teams tha+t inspires a
movie, I™ gohha be +the one to cash in.
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So before Prac‘h’ce +ohi3\-\+ T \Du+ +03e+\~\er a
\vermissioh -Form qhd 30+ my tYeammates to Siah it.

I hereby authorize
Greg Heffley to use my likeness and image in
a film or television series and any subsequent
sequels, throughout the universe and in

perpetuity.

SIGN HERE

ﬂwe ohly persoh who gave me an issue about it was
Yusef, who said he'd have to ask his \Dareh-ts before
he could sigh the form. But after T ‘)romise& to
give him my lunch shacks for the next three Jays
he was on boo\rd, too.

CRIBBLE
sscPJBBLE

T\
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All we need 4o do NOW is win this tournament so
T can sell the rie}ﬁs to one of those studios tha+t
makes feel-sood movies. And T can alrea&y see
+he poster in my head.
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Suhc}ax
The Second Chance Tournament was }mlfway across

the state. ]: guess my teammates \)areh-rs were
burned out on basketball, because none of them
wanted o make +\-xe drive.

So )/es+ercla>/ Mom rented a bis vah to get +he
+eam to the tournament. She said +here was a
chance wed \)lay for two Jays, So everyohe had to
‘mck an oVerhis\ﬁ bas.

> WROOM ™

~~

(e Os

Some kids \)o\cked WAY 400 much for one his}ﬁ'.
Yusef br‘ous}ﬁ two loaves of bread and a buhc\'\ of
sum)h'es for sandwiches, \)lus a {)dck\)o\ck filled with

chocolate-covered raisins.
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Jabari broug‘vl' his Video-so\me SYS‘l'em and o
COM\)U‘I'er mohitor so we could all \7|a7/ games in

the van. But T guess it was too much for +he
vehicle’s electrical sys+em +o handle ) because we had

o \DU” nto a garage w}\eh ‘H‘\e circuit board 30‘!‘

overloaded.

REPAIRS
WHILE-U-WAIT

We made another \)H’ s+0\> when Yusef needed
+o use the restroom after eating half of the
chocolate-covered raisins all {)7/ himself. And, even

‘H'\ous% we left 4wo hours earlier than we needed
o0, we {)arely made it to the tournament on time.

Since this was a bis comPe+i+ioh ) T ﬂ\ou\g\ﬁ it
would be held at a co||e3e campus or a convention
centre or 50me+¥\ih3.

187



So T was \Dre'H')/ clisa\)\aoih'l'ed when we \Dulled up
at the old \DriSOh that's scheduled o be torn down

hext )/ear.

Wl

STATE PRISON

But T guess +hat's Jus+ +he way it is when your

team is one of ‘H-\e worst in 'H\e state.

CHANGCE

TOURNAMENT

WELCOME MIDDLE-
SCHOOLERS! .

O
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When Mom went to the desk +o register, she got
some bad news. There was qlready a team called

+\~\e Huskies in +¥\e tournament, so s%e \mc} to come
up with ANOTHER name. And T guess Mom was
feelihg stressed that we were late, so she Just wrote
down the first name that ?oPPed into her head.

CHANCE
TUURNAMENT
REGISTRATION FORM

Team name:  Wimker Doga

But w\weh ]: Saw -H\e hames of some of -Hwe
OTHER +teams we were competing against, T
didnt feel so bad about ours.

Yellow Bellies Artichokers
Banana Slugs Banshees
COURT 3
Brawlers Mathlete All-Stars
Rubber Duckies Winter Dogs
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The games were beihg held in a {)i3 open area +ha+
mustVe been used as a cafeteria when the \)n’SOh
was open. There was a sigh with a list of rules
written on i+, and T'm not sure if it was for US
or for +he prisoners.

| | L I i
MESS HALL RULES

1. No sharp objects
2. No swearing
3. No complaining

ﬂwe courts were side {)y side ) which meant there

washt o\hy room for fans to watch the games.
But that was OK, because it looked like hoboc}y

ELSE’S ‘mreh-fs "\o\J come ‘o -H\is -H\ihs ) eiﬂ'\er.

QOur oppohents were alrea&y warming up oh Court

Three. And, T have 4o admit, T was a little
relieved that we were \>|a7/ih3 +the Mathlete
A||—5+o\rs in round one.
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But T shouldnt have underestimated them, because
+hese quys made up for their lack of basketball
skills with +heir BRAINS.




Their team was |ousy on defence, so we scored a

buhc}\, too. But we couldnt do ah)/‘l'}\ihs +o $+0\>
their OFFENCE, and a+ +he final buzzer +he

score was 3/—30, Mathlete All-Stars.

Me and my teammates were pretty bummed out
because we knew +his was our {753 chance o fiha”y
get a win, and we blew it. Plus, we fel+ a little
dumb for \;ackihs oVerhiSH' bass.

But then Mom told us Someﬂ\ihs that was Pre++>/
s\\ockihg. She said that in the Second Chance

Tournament you Plo\yed until you WON.
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That meant the Mathletes were going home, and
we were STAYING.

Well, that chahsec} EVERYTHING. T+ meant
we were ac-hmll)/ STUCK in this ‘)|o\ce until we

3o+ a vic+ory. And now i+ made sense w\\y ‘H\ey
decided to \'\OH +)nis tournament in a PRISON.

Mom checked the results for the first-round games
to see w\-xo we were fo\cihs next. ﬂ-\e hame of -H-\e
team was the Brawlers, which sounded a little more
intimidating than the Mathletes.

But then Mom got +he scoop. The Brawlers was a
+eam made up of all +he kids in the state who got
thrown out of games for FIGHTING, so T guess
+he “second chance” -H'\ihs wash+ Jus+ about WINS.
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When we got our first look at these 9uys, we

knew we were in trouble.

T was glad Mom didnt put me in the starting
|ihe-u‘>, becauvse the game was a {.'SH from start
to finish. Ris\-rl' after the -h'\D-o-F\[, one of the
Brawlers clotheslined Kevin. So Ruby Bird Jumyed on
that kid’s BACK ) and then EVERYONE Joihe& n.




T dont think +he refs wanted o get in the middle
of a 1["9%-%, so -H\ey Just let+ i+ 90- And T'm Pre-H')/
sure ‘Hwey didnt blow their whistles ONCE.

Since there wasnt a lot of actual basketball beihs
\>|a>/ed, it was a |ow—scorih3 contest. But the
Brawlers edsed us out in the end, and the final

score was 6—05.

Qur team was pretty \DooPed from \)lo\yihs +wo
games N a row, but we werent done )/e+. We hac}
to face a team called the Stage \fJHsPerers in +he
third round ) and ﬂ\e)/ looked tired , too.
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T couldnt fisure out what the deal with these
guys was until we started \)lqyihg. ﬂwey must Ve

been a part of the theatre grouvp at their school,
because -Hwey were all great ACTORS.

EVery +ime one of our \7|a>/ers would get ahyw}xere
NEAR one of +hose 9uys, +¥\e7/’d ﬂo‘) and act
like ﬂ\e)/ were thureJ. And, even ‘H\ous\-\ we hever
touched them, we \)icked up fifteen \)er$oha| fouls
in the first quarter.

Their team scored almost all their points from the
free-throw line, and we ended up |osih3 +hat one

33-17. And if wed had +o \)lqy another game after
that, T dont think we couldve o\c'l'ua“y done it.
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Luckﬂy the next round wasnt until the morhihs , SO
we went to a hotel a few miles away, where T was
|ookih3 forward to getting o sooc} hi3¥\+’s sleep.
But T guess Mom didnt think we'd still be \)ldyihs
this late in the tournament, so she hadn+ booked
our rooms a}xead of time. Ahc} by +)neh +¥\ere were
ohly 4wo left in +he hotel.

So Mom booked one room for her and Ruby , and
one for the REST of vs. T don*t know what it
was like to share a room with Ruby, bot T can
+ell you it sure wash+ fun sharihs a room with the
guys oh my :ream.




From the way my teammates were ac-h'hS, T doubt
any of +hose quys had ever been in a hotel room
before. And T o\c+ua||>/ +)nou3}\+ about callihs
securi+>/ on them a bunch of times.

But T DIDN'T, and that was a bi3 mistake.
Because one of them started an ice-cube 'Fis\ﬁ and

hit a s?rihkler in the celling.

AN

L

T4 4urns out that when the sPrihklers 9o off it
triggers the fire alarm.
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So we spent the next two hours outside in the
-freezihg cold, aloha with everyone ELSE who was
S+d>/ih3 at the hotel, while the fire cle\)qr-fmeh-f

reset the alarms.

us, but she seemed focused on the day ahead.

Durihs breakfast, Mom said we were \\eo\dihs into
the Final Four, and that we all needed +o \)lay as
a team o \DU” out a win ‘l'oéa)/.
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Then she told everyone about how it felt o

lose her very las+ game, and that she sometimes
wonders if she couldve done ahyﬂxihs DIFFERENT
to c\'\o\hse the outcome. Mom said she didn+ wan+t
US +o have any regrets, so we needed to leave

eVery‘l“'\ihs on ‘H\e floor +oc}d>/.

T+ was a 3004 s?eech and all, but the difference
between Moms team and our team was that her
‘eam was +r>/ih3 to prove +¥\e>/ were the BEST, and
we were Jus-i' +r>/ih3 not to be the WORST. So +he
truth is, we didnt really need the extra motivation.

Yes-l'erclo\)/ morhihg, when we showed up at the
Yournament, hoboc}y khew w\'\o we were. Dut
after setting off the fire alarm last his\ﬁ'
EVERYONE did.
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And the team we \>|a>/ecl in the next round was
out for REVENGE. ﬂ-\ey were the ohly a||-3|'r|
team in the whole tournament, and T guess +\\e>/
didnt a?\)recicﬁ'e \'\avihs +heir slee\) ih+err0\)+e&.
So, when we faced off against the Banshees, ﬂ\ey
were ready +o PLAY.




Th +he third quo\r+er, Mom had +o take Ruby
out of the game to give her a rest. But T really
wished she hadnt put ME in to take her ?lace,

because i+ was like ﬂ'\rowihg raw meat to a bunch

of WOLVES.

T dont even remember what the final score was.
Al T know is that we lost, and +¥\e>/ got to go

"\ome.

STATE PRI
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T Nave no idea how +he Banshees lasted so long in
the +ournament without a win, because those sirls
were 1OUGH. But, when T saw the two teams
who were sHill -Fis\'rh'hs for +he chance +o 90
home, T could see why +hose 9uys were still here.

The two teams left were the orisihal Houskies
and the Fuhky Dunkers. And -H\e)/ both looked
equa“y terrible t0 ME, so it was o\hyohe)s game

to lose.

But +he Fuhky Dunkers ohly had five players
wH'\w ho subs. So , even *Hwous\\ 'H\ey ‘)U+ up a 300&
-Fis‘ﬁ ) ‘H\ey ran out of steam at the end. Ahc}
+hat meant 'H\e)/ had 4o face us in the FINALS.
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T should ve figurec} this out a lot sooner, but
EVERYONE in +his tournament couldn+ 90 home
a winher. And whoever lost the last game would
know for sure +ha+t ﬂ\ey were the worst team in
+he state.

So we all wanted o win the last game, but
hobody wanted it more +\\ah MOM. Ahc} before
we started she went over +he game \Dlah and made
some last-minute c}mhses +o the |ihe-u‘>.

By +hat point, almost eVery{)on had lef+ +he
buildiha, and the \)lace was \arac-h'cally EMPTY.
But then two Veo\)le walked in -H\roue\\ the doors.

COURT 1




Preet was wean'hS some sort of ’Doo+, so T guess
+)m+ meant }xe c}i&h’-t heed cru-l'c}\es ahy more.

Mom asked Mr Patel what +\\ey were Joihs here,
and he said -H-\e)/ heard we were \)lo\yihg +oda>/, so
-H\e)/ came ‘o SUPPOI"“’ uS.

But Mom said we didnt need cheerleaders - we
needed PLAYERS. Then she asked Preet if he'd
be willing o play in his boot. And T guess Preet
mustVe missed competing, because he said YES.

Luckily, Mom had a spare Jersey in her bas, and
s%e gave it to Preet to suit vp- T"\eh s}xe ‘)u+ Hm
in the starting |£he-u‘> and told us she was makihs
ohe more c"\o\hse +o +he game \)ldh.
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Mom threw out all our \)lays and rePlo\ceJ them
with Just one, which was called “Get the Ball to

Preet”. And everyohe was \mﬂ))/ because we fihally
had a ?l“)' we could UNDERSTAND.

The ref blew the whistle to start +he game, and
we won the opehing +i\>-o#. Yusef \)o\ssec} the ball
to Preet ) who was better on ONE les +han the
rest of us on TWO.

D

The ohl)/ \)roHem was that he couldnt RUN. And
eVery time he scored the Fuhky Dunkers 3o+ an

easy basket at the other end of the floor.
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Just before half-time, 50me+}\ih3 rea||>/ AWFUL
\m?‘Jehec}. A buhc}\ of ki&s on -H\e o+\'\er team
were +r>/ih3 to s+0\> Preet from s\\oo+ih3, and he

s+e\>\>ed on their Poi\rﬁ' suo\rd's foot with his boot.

The kid had 4o be }\el‘)ed off the floor {)7 his
coach and another Player, and we all clav\)eé,

because for some reason thats what you’re stFosed
to do in that situation.

CLAP cLap CLAP

CLAP
kf’“: S N
g
DS 7 -




But how the Fuhky Dunkers were down to four
\7|a7/ers. The head ref said that since the Fuhky
Dunkers didnt have a full team -H\ey were gohha
have to FORFEIT. And T think their coach was
+o+a||>/ fine with that.

But Mom WASN'T. She said, if we were gonha
win, she wanted us to do it fair and square. So
she said she'd send one of OUR \Dlo\yers +o the
other team so we could finish the game.

T guess the other coach -{isured he had hoﬂ'\ihs
to lose, so he asreed. /n\eh he said he'd +ake
PREET. But the head ref said MOM should be
+he one to decide which ‘;|o\)/er +o send to the
other +eam. Ahc}, after ‘H-\ihkihs it over for a
minute, she \)icked ME.
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To be )nohes-lr, T was kind of s}\ocked, because
T never ex\)ec+ec} ‘o 3e+ traded by my owh
MOTHER. But, as T walked towards the other

teams behch s\'\e whis?ered SOme‘l'\\ihs n my ear.

OU RE MY
SECRET WEAPON!

P

Well, how T was TOTALLY confused. T wanted
our team o win +this game just as much as Mom
did, but T didnt think shed want me +to CHEAT.
T was willihs to do whatever it took, ‘H\ous)n,
ihcluclihs putting on someone else’s UNIFORM.
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When the second half started, T got out on the
floor and acted like T was +r>/ih3 my hardest.
But T guess my new teammates didnt trust me,

anyway,, because -H-\e)/ wouldn+ pass the ball +o me.

After a few minutes, T Just stood in the corner
to s+o\7/ out of eVeryohe’s way. And that was
ac+ua||>/ a great spot to watch +he game, which
was starting to get reqlly GOOD.

EVery +ime Preet would hit some crazy shot,
50mebocl>/ on the Fuhky Dunkers would score a+ the
other end. T+ went back and forth like that for
the whole second half, and T was so co\us\-rr up
wa-l'c\-\iha +he game T forsoi' T was o\c+uq||>/ IN .
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So, when Preet missed a H\ree-\)oih‘l'er and the ball
bounced off the rim ) T was shocked when it came
+o ME.

L= f{ﬂluvc

=

XS
T didnt know if T should pass or dribble or
WHAT. But T couldn* req“)/ do dh)’ﬂ'\ihs anyway,

because all of a sudden my former teammates were

all OVER me.
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The clock was 'h'ckihs down, and the Fuhky

Dunkers were behind by two. So T looked over a+
the bench +o see what Mom wanted me to do, but
she didn* exacﬂy look like she was rooting for me.

That's when T realized why Mom sent me to the
other side in the first \>|o\ce. T+ wasnt becavse T

“” »
wasS Some Sort o-f secret weq\)oh . I+ was because

T STANK, and she knew T'd blow i+ for the
Fuhky Duhkers.

But by then T hohes-H)/ didn+ CARE. T Just
wanted o get rid of the ball to give m)/seh[ a
li+te space.
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So T chucked i+ with all my mis}\‘l'.

When T lavnched i, eVerybody Just FROZE, and
it felt like time stood still. And all o\hybody could
do was watch as the ball flew +)nrou3\-\ the air.




And when the ball went +)nrou3\-\ the net at the
oﬂ\er side of ‘H\e court )Iou could "\ear a \Dih cim\).
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M)/ shot was 300& for three \Doih‘l's ) which \)U‘I’ +he
Fuhky Dunkers ahead {)7/ one. And when the final
buzzer went off ry hew feammates SWARMED me.

T f.’hally got to see how it felt to be +the HERO
for once ) and for the first time T could see w}wy
eVerybody’s always makihg a biS deal about sports.

8 0
HOP Hop
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Th fact, T was -H\ihkihs +hat this would make a
Soo& MOVIE. So I started workihs on 3e+‘h'h3

sighatures from my new teammates.

T SO‘H'G say, Mom was rig\'\‘i' about $\>or‘|‘ brihsihs
\Deoyle +03e+}\er. Af-fer -H\e game, me ahJ -H\e 3“)'5

went out for ice cream. Ahc} we were \‘\aVihs so

much fun that we decided to have SECONDS.

We were even -h:lkihs about getting the +eam
+03e+¥\er and Joihs +his all over again NEXT year.

AhJ , even ‘H\ous\\ +hat could be fun ) T +think
sometimes you should Jus+ quH’ while )/ou’re ahead.
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